
Internal Newsletter of the Sida Environmental Fund in Vietnam

The Linkages
Supporting community environmental protection initiatives

Annual Issue for 2006 - 2007



2
1

6

12

28

Table of Contents

FEAturES

MESSAGE FroM thE ChAIrwoMAN

SEF PEoPLE

StorIES FroM thE FIELD

rEFLECtIoN

52
SEF rESourCES AND MAtErIALS

54
ACtIVItIES oF thE ADVISorY GrouP



1The Linkages
Supporting community environmental protection initiatives

the Sida Environmental Fund (SEF) is a small funding scheme under the official support of 
the Swedish Government for Vietnam through the Swedish International Development Co-
operation Agency (Sida) and the Swedish Embassy in hanoi. SEF was established in 1997 and 
started in the same year its operation to respond to local initiatives on environmental protec-
tion and sustainable use of natural resources. After 8 years of its operation, SEF has actively 
contributed to the environmental protection on a local level and strengthening the role of 
civil society organizations in Vietnam.

In the period of 2006 – 2007, SEF decided to allocate a larger portion of its funding to sup-
port projects proposed by civil society organizations in order to facilitate their involvement in 
promoting environmentally sustainable development in Vietnam. 

As a result of this decision, SEF has gone through significant changes in its management and 
operation. the Advisory Group (AG) office had four new members. these AG members were 
invited by the Swedish Embassy to serve in the board on voluntary basis. they represent dif-
ferent areas of the society, including government agencies, non-government organizations, 
academic institutions, and media agencies in different regions. AG members provides overall 
guidance, strategic planning for the fund, establishes project eligibility criteria, screens and 
selects project proposals to submit to Sida for approval. In addition, AG members also moni-
tor and evaluate funded projects from different geographical areas throughout the country. 

the composition of SEF grantees has been also expanded and more diverse. target groups 
include community-based organizations, non-governmental organizations, and other civil 
society organizations such as natural resources user groups, interest groups, clubs, small ag-
ricultural co-operatives, village communities. Priority for project beneficiaries is given to poor 
and ethnic minority groups, who have the less opportunity and capacity to access funding 
sources from the outside. Moreover, the size of project funding increases to a higher level. 
within the funding duration of 12 months, grants for community organizations are up to uSD 
7.000 - 10.000 and grants for non-governmental organizations are up to uSD 10.000 - 15.000 
(maximum budget size of projects in the  previous period was uSD 6,000).  

Many funded projects in this period focus significant efforts on supporting the establishment 
and organisational development of community groups and local organisations. Supported 
activities include providing participation opportunities for different interest groups, training 
and capacity building on organizational development and management, and helping raise 
the voice of communities in environmental issues. A large number of projects focus on help-
ing small groups at village and commune levels to organise themselves. In addition, SEF sup-
ports networking activities and facilitates exchange of information and experiences among 
groups, organizations and interested individuals. SEF also plays the supporting role in ad-
vocacy process at grass-root level through building partnership and promoting dialogues 
between different stakeholder groups.  

we really hope that through supporting these local initiatives, SEF can help raise environ-
mental awareness and knowledge, as well as improve capacity of community groups and 
organizations. Consequently, the small grants can be effectively translated into solutions for 
environmental problems at local levels. results of these projects and changes made at the 
very grass-root can then gather momentum for us in the next period.

Mrs. Hoang Thanh Tam, M.Sc, SEF Chairwoman

Message from the Chairwoman 
New Orientation for SEF Strategy in 2006 – 2007



In the last sixth months of 2005, with 
approval from Sida, 20 new projects 
were screened and approved for 
funding. Many of them have had 
significant results and brought new 
perspectives to SEF activities. 

In order to obtain practical experi-
ence, replicate good models in a 
sustainability and increase impact, 
some successful projects such as 
SEF/10/05 in tam Dao, SEF/12/05 in 
thai Binh, SEF/14/05 in hung Nguy-
en, Nghe An and SEF/18/05 in Ca 
Mau have been repeatedly support-
ed by SEF. 11 Clubs for women and 
Environment of SEF/10/05 in 4 com-
munes of the tam Dao district were 
developed based on the results 
of SEF/02/99 in ho Son commune 
with the born and action efficiency 
of the one. these Clubs become an 
interesting and useful playground 
for ethnic women groups. there is 
room for discussion and teamwork 
by exchanging experiences on how 
to improve the environment and de-
velop a sustainable buffer zone for 
tam Dao National Park. In thai Binh, 
where the Community Learning 
Movement has developed quickly 
with the support from SEF from the 

SEF/06/03 to SEF/12/05, the capac-
ity of environmental education of 
the Communities Learning Centers 
in the entire province has been inte-
grated and improved. Community 
Learning Centers are the informal 
education centers organized for 
and by the community intended for 
its development. the Community 
Learning Centers provide additional 
essential knowledge for people at 
grass-roots level. this is very useful 
for local people to extend the devel-
opment of environmental protec-
tion. the replication of good pilot 
models in other communes of the 
provinces strengthens the capacity 
of the Community Learning Centers 
for environmental education as well 
as for the improvement of the living 
standard and the environmental 
sanitation. three journals, broad-
casting in Nghe An radio, television 
and workshop project SEF/13/05 
summarized some interesting ex-
periences from the successful SEF 
projects in the central area on the 
strengthening of the management 
capacity, the environmental pro-
tection and the sustainable devel-
opment of the communities in the 
rural area of Nghe An province.

Depending on the local initiatives, 
some projects apply the experience 
drawn from the AG trip to Sweden 
in 2004 in those cases that the ex-
perience can be merged with Viet-
namese conditions. these projects 
have such contents as capacity sup-
port to developing from Agenda 21 
at central and provincial level with 
the assistance of Swedish Govern-
ment to Agenda 21 at district level 
of project SEF/9/05 in Ninh Binh 
that may be developed toward 
communal level in the future. Proj-
ect SEF/19/05 in Dong Anh, ha Noi 
which contains a model that applies 
organic cultivation in clean vegeta-
ble production with eco-labeling, 
has brought initiated efficiency in 
the economy and the environment 
and it was accepted by the consum-
ers. Even more, the issue on food 
safety and hygiene, especially the 
services on sanitation and safety of 
street foods at 8 selected wards of 
hanoi were considered interesting 
by the authorities, the functioning 
bodies and the services on food 
safety and hygiene by street food 
through project SEF/05/05. 

Some projects including SEF/01/05, 
SEF/02/05, SEF/03/05, SEF/04/05, 
SEF/06/05, SEF/15/05, SEF/14/05, 
and SEF/20/05 have contributed to 
developing networks and increas-
ing the capacity of organizations 
through such activities as training, 
forum, dialogue, compiling and 
publishing environmental books for 
the communities, and environmen-

Looking back on 2005: 
More small fires lighted
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tal education for children. By Espe-
cially paying attention to projects 
such as: SEF/01/05 with the topic on 
“urban Environment” of  publication 
Green Forest magazine No. 22, read-
ers, mainly school children through-
out the country were provided with 
an overview of the pressing urban 
environmental issues. SEF/02/05 
compiled and publicized 2 com-
munication books about games, 
songs and screenplays for children. 
these guide-books are a toolkit 
for the supporting of the Culture 
house of Pioneers which works on 
environmental education activities. 
For sustainable maintenance and 
the development of a conservation 
education model in the form of Nat-
ural Camp, SEF/15/05, the capac-
ity has not only been built for the 
members of thua thien hue sub-
Association of Natural Conservation 
but also  for the newborns of the 
Nature Camp Network in Secondary 
Schools of 4 districts of thua thien 
hue. Moreover, SEF/03/05 has been 
trying to enhance the communica-
tions skills of the members of the 
Network of environmental com-
municators and provide them with 
the tools to push up environmental 
communication and the relevant 
references on environmental com-
munication by using the manual 
“Environmental communication”.  
SEF/04/05 improved the skills for 
propaganda and writing on the 
environment by reporters from Sci-
ence and Life Newspaper and other 
newspapers through seminars and 

field visits. Additionally, opening a 
new Column; “the Community and 
Environment’’ and launching the 
writing contest on this topic by Sci-
ence and Life Newspaper attracted 
the interests of readers as well as 
the response of professional and 
unprofessional writers from all over 
the nation. 

Some hot environmental is-
sues were supported by SEF, e.g. 
SEF/07/05 through a National work-
shop, with the participation of 130 
participants throughout the coun-
try and international environmental 
experts. the workshop spent much 
time on the discussion and the sug-
gestion of recommendations to 
be submitted to the government, 
concerned ministries and sectors 
on “the role of mangrove and coral 
reef ecosystem in mitigating oce-
anic impacts on the environment”. 
when the 5 coastal districts of the 
3 provinces of thai Binh, Nam Dinh 
and Ninh Binh were recognized 
by uNESCo as the inter-provincial 
Mangrove Biosphere reserve of the 
red river Delta, the training course 
on “the role of mangroves and bio-
sphere reserves toward coastal 
communities” was held for leaders 
and teachers of primary and sec-
ondary schools in 5 coastal districts 
by project SEF/08/05. It is therefore 
essential to develop education and 
propaganda programs for leaders of 
all levels, teachers, students and lo-
cal communities, to raise awareness 
on mangrove protection and the 
significance of biosphere reserves. 
It can be seen that teachers of pri-
mary and secondary schools are the 
most targeted as teachers and stu-
dents are a close link between fami-
lies and societies.

Furthermore, while implementing 
project SEF/11/05 and SEF/17/05, 
ethnic people such as hmong in Lao 
Cai and Ede in tay Nguyen, had the 
opportunity to raise awareness and 
improve environmental hygiene 
that is suitable with their conditions 
and customs. through SEF/16/05, 
local communities in Van hung, 
Van Ninh, Khanh hoa, particularly 
women and poor fishermen had 
the chance to discuss exchange and 
execute the services of eco-tourism 
in different groups, aiming at devel-
opment of community-based eco-
tourism as an alternative sustain-
able livelihood. By operating the 
pilot model the local community, 
engaged in a participatory process 
of “co-management” of coastal re-
sources based on strengthening the 
cooperation among relating entities 
was also supported.



New Direction for 
Looking for Solutions

In response to the request of SEF for 
small project from January 2006 to 
June 2007, 43 projects, out of the 
131 examined proposals have been 
approved throughout the country. 
these projects contain rather new 
initiatives that contribute to the de-
mocracy at grass-root level and the 
socialization of environmental pro-
tection and natural resource man-
agement in Vietnam.

Organisational Develop-
ment for Civil Society 
Organisations
During this period, SEF saw a large 
number of projects allocating sig-
nificant efforts in supporting the es-
tablishment and the organisational 
development of community groups 
and local organisations. the support 
is very much various, diversified and 
depends on the condition, interests 
and initiative of each project. Sup-
ported activities include providing 
participation opportunities for dif-
ferent interest groups, training and 
capacity building on organisational 
development and management 
and the helping of raising the voices 
of communities in environmental is-
sues. Many projects focus on help-
ing small groups at village and com-
mune level to organise themselves.

Promoting Voluntary Work 
and Networking 
In recent years, Vietnam witnesses 
a new movement in environmental 
protection with newly established 
voluntary groups and organisations 
that gather young volunteers and 
students to solve environmental 
problems. In reality, their voluntary 
activity has been supported by the 
community as well as by the mass 
media agency, the relating body 
and the local authority. the hoi An 
Conservation Club and the Da Nang 
Green ocean Group are 2 distinc-
tive examples of organizations that 
SEF currently supports through 
project funding of SEF/33/06 and 
SEF/32/06. these organisations will 
be strengthened to carry out envi-
ronmental clean up campaigns and 
build capacity for developing and 
maintaining their activities. For Peo-
ple and Nature reconciliation (Pan-
Nature) with SEF/14/06, they have 
committed to provide technical 
support and networking for envi-
ronmental youth volunteer groups 
to seek and carry out environmental 
solutions.

Tackling Challenging 
Environmental Issues
At present, food safety and hygiene 
is a hot issue in which the society has 
taken an interest. while the grow-
ing food consumption requires an 
increasing of quantity and quality, 
the environmental pollution situa-
tion has been giving the big issues 
to solve. Manufacturers, processors 
and businesses on food do not have 
enough basic knowledge or respon-
sibility towards the consumer con-
cerning the quality and food safety 
hygiene. And on the other hand the 
consumer often lacks the knowl-
edge and information about food 
safety or the knowledge on where 
to buy safe food. this situation has 
not only damaged the consumer 
but also the food provider. there-
fore, the idea to establish a scientific 
and technical network for distribut-
ing information about food safety to 
business, producers and consumers 
in Vinh city and surroundings, pro-
posed by Centre for Environment 
and Development, is highly ap-
preciated in SEF/08/06. this model 
contains the combination of “4 sec-
tors” including scientists, manag-
ers, manufacturers and businesses 
as the measure to ensure that food 
in markets reaches the safety stan-
dard. And this is of course for the 
benefit of the consumers, the com-
munities’ health and for the sustain-
able development.

Even though the positive change 
in the economy due to the rapid 
development of industrial and 
manufacturers zones in Vietnam, 
there weren’t any less negative ef-
fects that have a serious impact on 
the environment as well as on the 
health and livelihood of communi-
ties in these areas. Consequently, 
there has emerged a conflict of in-
terest between the industrial sector 
and the local communities who are 
impacted by the environmental pol-
lution from the industrial activities. 
these conflicts haven’t been solved 
but have on the contrary been lead-
ing to the emerging of more and 
more potential conflicts that could 
prevent the development process 
of social, economical and environ-

Internal Newsletter of the Sida Environment Fund in Vietnam
Bi-annual Issue for 2006 – 20074

FEAturES

By Mrs. Hoang Thanh Tam, M.Sc, SEF Chairwoman



mental aspects of a certain region. 
therefore, it is likely nobody has 
been paid attention to the voice of 
the communities. SEF/15/06, with a 
study on affected communities by 
environmental pollution to evalu-
ate socio-environmental impact 
of industrial zone in ho Chi Minh, 
Dong Nai, Ba ria-Vung tau, is car-
ried out by young experts of the 
Centre for Environmental Economy 
and Sustainable Development. this 
study will analyze the communities’ 
view on environmental pollution 
and serve as a way form the com-
munities to express their needs.

Supporting the 
Communities’ Voice
Environmental degradation and 
loss of natural resources are directly 
affecting the lives of local people in 
many areas throughout Vietnam. 
SEF helps raise the voice of the af-
fected communities through sup-
porting activities that provide op-
portunities to involve local people 
in dialogues. During these meet-
ings they can express their concerns 
and broadcast them on local radio 
programmes and thereby facilitate 
their voice in being heard. this was 
presented in different ways. For ex-
ample:

 SEF/10/06, local people had a 
dialogue with the commune 
authority on developing and 
carrying out the rules and make 
sure that they are aware of their 
need to protect their health and 
build a cultural society and a 
good life standard.

 SEF/11/06, a model on handing 
over forestlands and natural for-
est to individual households so 
they can reach the economic 
effectiveness and contribute to 
the prevention of illegal explor-
ing of forest and wildlife animal. 
this problem will be placed 
on the agenda among project 
managers, the village club of 
forestry extension as well as the 
district and province leaders so 
they can seek better solutions. 

 SEF/31/06, project activities 
consist of the effort that can be 

made by the local authority to 
come closer to the people so 
their voices can be heard and to 
receive as well as agree on the 
environmental protection regu-
lation of the village.

 SEF/32/06, the voice of young 
people for a cleaner environ-
ment in the coastal areas toward 
local authority will be strength-
ened.

 SEF/34/06, the communities’ ini-
tiative and local expectation for 
a green-clean-beautiful envi-
ronment that meets the devel-
opment of tourist service was 
discussed and agreed on by the 
commune authority.

Promoting Rights-based 
Approach
A new approach by a model of 
management, protection and de-
velopment of sustainable natural 
forests based on people rights is 
being piloted in Phu Mau Village by 
Nature Care, a local NGo in hue - 
SEF/11/06. this project helps inform 
local people about their rights and 
supports them to use these rights in 
the managing, protecting and de-
veloping of their forests. In addition 
to improve knowledge of local peo-
ple in term of state laws and policies 
related to forests, Nature Care also 
assists communities to maintain 
and utilise traditional knowledge in 
land use, forest management and 
forest protection. 

Involving Local Communi-
ties in Decision Making 
to improve the quality of environ-
mental protection and biodiversity 
conservation in the buffer zone of 
Dakrong Natural reserve (Quang 
tri), the Centre for Natural resourc-
es and Environmental Studies has 
proposed an overall communica-
tion solution in SEF/30/06. this proj-
ect promotes active participation 
of communities, especially the Van 
Kieu ethnic minority, in the process 
of decision making, implementing, 
monitoring and evaluating so they 
can create a communication strate-
gy and action plan on environmen-
tal protection. It helps encourage 
local people to participate in the 
process of decision making on is-
sues related to their life.

A part from that there are many 
projects throughout the country 
receiving the support from SEF in 
order to develop and build a capac-
ity for group activities, involving 
communities in environmental pro-
tection and natural conservation. 
SEF hopes these projects will bring 
a new way of looking, a new ap-
proach to reality. It means that SEF 
empowers local people and organi-
sations by giving them the opportu-
nity to manage and carry out their 
own projects.

5The Linkages
Supporting community environmental protection initiatives



Memories of the late 
Prof. Le Quy An

By Vo Dinh Thanh, Former AG Member

In mid 1997, I had the honour of 
working with the late Prof. Dr. Le 
Quy An as a member of the Advi-
sory Group (AG) of Sida Environ-
mental Fund at the invitation of the 
Swedish Embassy. when I started 
my work at SEF I was what you can 
call a ‘newcomer’ in the field of envi-
ronment. For me, working with the 
Professor was both great pride and 
anxiety as at that time I was a young 
man. Professor Le Quy An had been 
the Vice Minister in charge of en-
vironment and was 40 years older 
than me. however, in our working 
sessions, my anxieties disappeared. 
he chaired the AG meetings and 
regarded me as a full member. All 
comments on the work and policy-
making activities by the Fund were 
respected and seriously discussed. 
During my time of employment, my 
participation was encouraged by 
the Professor and I and the AG office 
were delegated for implementa-
tion. thanks to that I was enabled to 
participate in activities and to build 
the capacity of obtaining a general 
view of the work, generalizing and 
analytical capacity related to so-
cial phenomena and policies. the 
Professor used to remind me that 
‘community support is not only im-
portant for a particular community 

but also significant for reflection 
and policy making, but it requires a 
methodology, capacity and a dedi-
cated heart.’

At the first AG session, the Profes-
sor spoke to everyone in a straight-
forward way that ‘when I retired, I 
had a lot of work to do, but I agreed 
to help the Swedish Embassy es-
tablish and manage the SEF as 
this is the only Fund in Vietnam 
directly supporting people off vil-
lages in remote areas by helping 
them raise their voice as well as 
manage all activities and expenses 
and to become beneficiaries from 
those activities. Given the Fund’s 
essence, all AG members are very 
experienced in community sup-
port activity, and I hope all of you 
will make your contribution to the 
Fund’s activities.’ 

In my 7 years of working with the 
Professor until the time I went to 
study abroad,  Prof. An was always 
busy with hundreds of workshops 
and studies by Government policy-
making agencies and international 
organizations. when the Prof. felt 
sick or in the 5 months before his 
demise he still received an invita-
tion from an organization to chair 

an Asian regional conference. how-
ever activities of the Fund always 
remained the top priority in the Pro-
fessor’s working schedule. the SEF 
under the instruction of the Profes-
sor had always adjusted and com-
pleted its activities with a vision to 
create a Fund ‘for the sake of people’. 
the SEF was able to maintain this 
vision with special attention for ca-
pacity building and empowerment 
for the people and communities at 
village level, where projects funded 
by SEF were carried out. 

the Professor used to remind the 
AG of the principle ‘for the sake of 
people’ in their activities by ask-
ing questions like (i) is the activity 
pragmatic and appropriate? (ii) is 
the transferred technology suit-
able for the local people and their 
culture? (iii) is the document used 
comprehensible and is it helpful for 
the local people? Etc... the Profes-
sor sometimes visited a couple of 
projects in different areas. During 
his visits he talked and worked with 
local people in a very easy-going 
and comprehensible manner. It is 
still lively in my memory, the visit to 
the end-of-school year ceremony of 
Dak Lak Boarding School on imple-
mentation of SEF project related to 
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environment education for the stu-
dents where the Professor surprised 
everyone. In stead of delivering a 
speech, he stood in front of hundreds 
of students asking them loudly if they 
had ever left litter on the street, kept 
the running tap unlocked, picked the 
green leaves and broken the branch 
of the trees, etc. the young students 
altogether replied him by answer-
ing ‘Yes’ or ‘No’, resulting in a strong 
impress of everyone on his working 
style. AG members often talked to 
each other about how to work like 
the Professor who was always active, 
flexible and sensible in his work and 
his life. 

Prof. Le Quy An was also a great ex-
ample of restlessly studying and 
working. Being a provincial expert, I 
was interested in reading books. Be-
cause there are not many books on 
my expertise, I really pay attention 
to access information related to my 
profession. Prof. An was one of my 
information sources who provided 
me with guidance in my expertise. 
Before each session, I normally had 
to fly to hanoi to go to the AG office. 
Every time I got there, the Professor 
spent minutes discussing with me 
the issues related to expertise on and 
management of natural resources in 
the region and the world. Because he 
was a leading expert in the Asian re-
gion and as a high positioned nation-
al leader, his professional discussions 
were so helpful to me in orientating 
my later career and studies. 

Despite being a State high-ranking 
official for a long time, he and his 
family (including his wife, son and 
daughter-in-law) lived together in a 
tight 3-room apartment. the living 
room was also his working room, 
thus he had to put aside his papers 
and machines whenever guests came 
to see him. Coming back to Vietnam, 
I went to commemorate him at the 
altar in his old apartment where he 
used to host us. he is still there like a 
great example of a simple, dignified 
and ambitious person. Prof. Le Quy 
An was truly a talented scientist and 
leader with a kind heart for the sake 
of the country and its people.

Chat Room: 
‘Natural association’ with SEF

By Trinh Le Nguyen, AG Member

we had a chance to talk with Mr. Vo 
Dinh thanh – one of the first advi-
sors of Sida Environmental Fund. 
Although he is currently not in Viet-
nam and is no longer directly work-
ing as an advisor for SEF, Mr. Vo Dinh 
thanh has many ‘natural association’ 
with SEF and is concerned about the 
Fund’s activities. 

Hello Mr. Vo Dinh Thanh! 
We are so glad to have 
an ‘across the ocean’ talk 
with you. Could you please 
briefly introduce your cur-
rent work?
 

At the moment I am a postgradu-
ate, majoring in natural resources 
and environmental policies at the 
university of Environmental Science 
and Forestry in the state of New 
York in the uS. what I’m mainly do-
ing is working on my thesis. It con-
tains the study of the interaction 
between communities and coastal 
wetlands in light of the global cli-
mate changes. Besides that I am also 
participating in teaching a course 
on Cultural Ecology. this handles on 
the relations among ecological sys-
tem, cultures and political system 
sin the history of human life. the 
course is a fundamental and com-
pulsory subject for the university’s 
students. 

I am currently joining some other 
social work organizations like the 
development of hue Nature Care or-
ganization. I’m also designing some 
programs and materials, voluntarily 
working for SEF, attending some in-
ternational conferences, writing ar-
ticles and criticizing science reports 
and… teaching Aikido martial art in 
the neighboring university. 

Did the time you worked 
as an advisor for SEF help 
you learn anything more?

wow, a too ‘easy’ question! It must 
be said Many... many...many things!

the first ‘many’ is that I obtained a 
lot of knowledge and experience 
from working with communities, 
working on international coopera-
tion, management and develop-
ment. I got to know a lot of regions 
and areas in the country and other 
regional countries. 

the second is that I could learn from 
many teachers. I had the chance 
to meet with many dedicated and 
talented people. I realized that so 
many people, the aged and the 
young, the peasants and the intel-
lectuals, urban and rural people, 
are trying their best to join activities 
related to environmental protection 
and community development in 
their homeland. the most precious 
is a ‘dedicated heart’ for the sake of 
the environment and the future of 
those with whom I had chance to 
work together during my working 
time in SEF. 
 
the third is ‘many’ things more to 
learn. the more I traveled and met 
with people, the more I felt inex-
perienced and lacking knowledge. 
It can be regarded as ‘full of igno-
rance’. these 3 things led to my cur-
rent study here. 



8 Internal Newsletter of the Sida Environment Fund in Vietnam
Bi-annual Issue for 2006 – 2007

SEF PEoPLE

Could you please tell us 
one of your funny stories 
from when you were 
working for SEF?

My funny stories? I had many! Let 
me tell you a funny story from when 
I started working for SEF. when I 
was invited to join the composi-
tion of the consultant group, I was 
cordially ‘awarded’ ten ‘years’ by the 
program officers. I was 26 at the 
time but it read 37 on the list of the 
group members. I asked the Swed-
ish Embassy to correct it. then the 
first meeting took place in a quite 
solemn atmosphere with the par-
ticipation of the Ambassador, some 
official from the Embassy and the 
consulting group. After the meeting 
we went out to wait for the bus to 
pick us up. 

Ms. thuy (SEF officer) ‘caught’ me im-
mediately and asked ‘Sorry thanh, 
are you 37 years old? how young 
you are!’
I burst into laughter ‘of course’. Ms. 
thuy got more surprised with her 
eyes open wide.
‘of course I am young’ I continued 
‘Because I’m only 26 and a half years 
old. I have asked them to correct 
it, but I don’t know why I am still 
awarded 10 years!!!

Apart from the funny 
stories from time you were 
working with the advisory 
group, you also participat-
ed in various community 
activities. What do you 
think about the participa-
tion of the community in 
environmental protection 
over the past years? 

It’s a bit difficult for me to talk about 
this as I haven’t been living or work-
ing in Vietnam in the past few years. 
however, through my work with lo-
cal organizations, newspapers and 
especially through my field trips, I 
will make a little of my personal as-
sessment on this issue. 

Environmental issues are closely 
linked to the life of local people. 
they are faced with environmental 
deterioration on a daily bases and 
face the risk of natural resource de-
pletion. when our competent agen-
cies perform insufficient in various 
aspects, the work of environmen-
tal management and protection 
mostly dependents on the people. 
Moreover, there are several issues 
which will soon go out of reach for 
the people if we do not timely take 
measures. It can be seen from expe-

rience of the developed countries 
that to settle such problems is very 
complicated and costly especially 
when they exceed the capability 
of the people. In many cases, both 
the Government and the scientists 
failed to tackle with these challeng-
es. Generally speaking, ‘it’s already 
recognized but nothing could be 
done.’

During my working visit last sum-
mer, I had the opportunity to meet 
and talk with several communities 
in the Mekong Delta and central 
provinces. there seemed to lack a 
movement and continuity. I pick up 
on a feeling of urgent needs, won-
ders of many people mixed with 
their incoherence and confusion 
in many communities. I found the 
statement of Professor tran Quoc 
Vuong quite true, which can be 
mainly understood that our people 
are very good at improvising, but 
their bad practice is fulfilling only 
‘half’ of the work. they are lazy in 
using lessons and experience to 
create a tool for future use. I found 
that people everywhere are facing 
environmental issues. If we have a 
well-organized social network and 
a good approach towards it, impro-
visation will be a strong advantage. 
I mean the real community organi-
zations, not the ‘cooperatives’ and 
‘movements’, ‘organizations for the 
sake of the community which usu-
ally boast about benefiting the 
community, but in fact do not know 
who to work with, how to start and 
how to benefit the community. 
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I think perhaps the approach to 
participatory environment man-
agement should be adjusted. Be-
sides awareness enhancement and 
piloting of models, lessons and 
experience should be drawn from 
aggregation. But more important 
is supporting the establishment 
of community organizations and 
community networks working on 
environmental protection so com-
munities can realize these ideas 
better. then this experience should 
be transferred to community orga-
nizations. Concurrently the people 
should participate in this activity 
through organizations, unions and 
associations. In the coming time we 
will have laws on associations. 

A voluntary society is where social 
belief and linkage will be built, and 
in which this is the ‘social capital’ of 
each member and the whole society. 
Natural resource and environment 
share the same characteristic of the 
society’s ‘shared asset’ from which 
everyone can benefit. however it’s 
difficult for us to divide such asset 
and attribute responsibility to each 
individual or organization. there-
fore it has resulted in the situation 
of ‘everybody’s business is nobody’s 
business’. Protecting this shared as-
set requires the creation of social 
meanings. Participation of people 
should also come from this depar-
ture point. Voluntary social organi-
zations, communities and activities 
for the sake of the environment play 
a special role in generating social 
meanings, social beliefs and social 

capital. thus their role is extremely 
important for management and sen-
sible use of natural resources. 

Furthermore, I can see that the state is 
making its best efforts in the develop-
ment and management of resources. 
Nevertheless, people’s participation 
in the discussion on controversial is-
sues by the National Assembly and 
Government is very limited. It is not-
ed that their participation in the Na-
tional Assembly’s Forum on natural 
resources and environment is mainly 
related to housing and land, while 
other issues on the environment are 
rarely mentioned. Are those crucial 
people related issues such as envi-
ronmental sanitation, destruction of 
coastal resources, rural clean water 
and environment sanitation and that 
entry of exotic varieties and agricul-
tural ecology through trade is latent-
ly destroying the livelihood and life 
quality of over 70% of the Vietnam-
ese population not ‘hot’ enough? 

Why aren’t these ‘hot’ 
issues?

our economy is forcefully integrat-
ing into the world’s economy. our 
natural resources, the root of 70% 
of the national population’s liveli-
hood, will be affected enormously 
by this integration trend. According 
to the experience of many countries, 
participation of people in control 
and protection of natural resources 
should be prepared from the begin-
ning with a legal system and a legal 
base. therefore the people should 
be provided with more knowledge, 
particularly legal knowledge, their 
role and the role of other parties in 
that legal system especially by the 
National Assembly network. A law-
governed society, in my opinion, 
is a society in which the people are 
aware of and understand that legal 
system and have the chance to use 
it. the law is there to adjust social at-
titude and to make social activities 
less complicated and wasteful. I think 
that in the future this aspect should 
be noted when people participate in 
environmental protection activities.  

In your opinion, what are 
the lessons that can be 
drawn from SEF’s efforts so 
far? 

SEF regards people as the base and 
local environment as the destina-
tion. Initially SEF was very special 
in this regard, and also successful 
thanks to this mandate. Aldo we 
have witnessed 10 years of strug-
gling we still believe these 2 points 
are obviously very necessary. 

we should respect reality and be 
dynamic, but still keep consistent. 
SEF’s difficulty lies in community 
support and solving urgent issues. 
It requires SEF to be very dynamic. 
however it’s very consistent in the 
approach and budget allocation 
for activities. For example, manage-
ment work is carried out by the peo-
ple and it’s the people who benefit 
from it. In each project education, 
operation of models and technol-
ogy transfer should be acknowl-
edged. the transferred technology 
should satisfy the needs for issue 
solving in line with socio-economic, 
cultural and social conditions, etc. 

What are your desires for 
SEF’s future?

I wish SEF would continue its contri-
bution to the national and regional 
responsibilities concerning the en-
vironment. SEF has attracted people 
of dedicated heart, vision and talent 
to help local communities get ac-
cess to resources (including financ-
ing, knowledge, skills and support 
by various sides, etc.), so they can 
realize their ideas in their localities. 
SEF will become a place for pro-
moting and enhancing resources 
to help communities, organizations 
and individuals deploy their ideas 
and desires for the sake of nature, 
environment and development of 
their families and localities. that is 
the very base of national sustain-
able development.
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Hello Mr. Long. Thank you 
for talking with us. Could 
you please introduce your-
self a little bit?
      

I majored in natural science. I passed 
the entry exam for the university in 
1980 when socialist countries were 
in a strong position, so I was sent 
to study in russia. At that time only 
the state could decide our studies 
abroad. During my 6 years in Mos-
cow, I studied at MADu university. 
After graduation I came back to 
work in my homeland as I loved 
Vinh city very much. (until now this 
love stays unchanged but becomes 
mature.) 6 years of working in the 
field of transport provided me with 
certain knowledge on the life of 
communities in provinces south of 
Nghe An. In 1995 as required by au-
thorities, I was sent to work in Nghe 
An provincial committee in charge 
of monitoring activities related to 
science, technology and environ-
ment. In 2005 I changed my job 
once again and went back to work 
in the educational field at provincial 
Politics School. I was responsible 
for the management of science ac-
tivities, information and libraries. In 
short, during my 17 working years I 

had worked in 3 different agencies 
but there were many similarities in 
the jobs. they are science, technol-
ogy and environment. 

When did you join SEF? 
Can you tell a little about 
how you started to serve 
as an advisor to SEF? 

I started working for SEF in late 
2003. Earlier (in 2001), I was invited, 
however, as I was following my post-
graduate study, I could not accept. 

Why did you accept the of-
fer to be an advisor to SEF?

As I am closely familiar with the 
life of communities living in Nghe 
An province, I understand clearly 
their demands. It can be said that 
there have been many changes for 
the better recently. however, these 
achievements were attained at the 
sacrifice of so many things, and 
most visibly, environmental degra-
dation. It should be asserted that 
all levels of leadership and com-
munities have full understanding of 
this issue, however its settlement is 
a problem beyond the capacity of 
localities (particularly, at commune 
level). I earnestly favour the saying 
‘to be or not to be’. to say or to do 
anything good, first of all the most 
immediate thing is the ‘survival’. 
under the current circumstances, 
many people know that they are 
eating into the assets of future gen-
erations. however, it is easier said 
than done. In the past, environmen-
tal issues were only pressing in ur-
ban areas. today, they are knocking 

on every door, even in the very se-
cluded area, and touching upon ev-
ery aspect (garbage and sewage ...). 
Something should be done about 
these issues. Are all these issues 
beyond the capacity of the commu-
nity? Is it a problem that people can 
solve by themselves with an appro-
priate influence in the right place? 
Based on this permanent thought, I 
was so happy to receive an offer to 
be part of the Fund’s advisors group. 
I hoped, and it has come true, that 
my participation in the Fund would 
make a small contribution to set-
tling this problem in some locality. 

During your time as an 
advisor to the SEF, which 
project has made impres-
sion on you? 

During my time working on the 
project, quite a few projects have 
left me with unforgettable impres-
sions and memories:
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For example the unexpectedly suc-
cessful project: the projects on en-
vironmental improvement in Binh 
thuan parish, Nghi thuan com-
mune, Nghi Loc district, Nghe An 
province. there are many things 
about this project. I will start from 
the statement of some housewives: 
‘we ask the village chief to thank 
you, SEF, for emancipating us from 
the torture of cooking for the fam-
ily and saving us from a losing crop’. 
there two successes there :

 First, the approach: Although 
the biogas cellar building mod-
el (each cellar receives VND 
1,000,000 as a supporting grant) 
in the district has been deployed, 
there have been difficulties in 
implementation as people do 
not have any information about 
the issue. In places with difficult 
economic conditions, people 
are completely uninterested as 
it requires an additional amount 
of VND 1,500,000 to complete 
building a biogas cellar (a very 
large amount while they do 
not know its concrete effect). 
But SEF’ approach has made it. 
First of all, the project held a 
meeting of households to show 
the advantages and disadvan-
tages and requested all eligible 
households to register. 

 Second, the way to implement: 
In order to reassure these house-
holds in their equities, SEF advi-
sors and the management board 
contacted an expert to conduct 
a pilot scheme. All the funds are 
provided by the project. If it is 
efficient, the household shall re-
turn VND 1,500,000 to the proj-
ect and VND 1,250,000 is the 
Fund’s support. the first model 
had yielded fruitful results, thus 
the rest of registering house-
holds immediately practised 
it. A greater success is that the 
whole area under the funds of 
the provincial project has been 
registered for implementation 
in the area under the project 
after the completion of 6 mod-
els. In just 4 months, 3 villages 
practising the SEF model have 
built 16 biogas cellars, basically 
settling the problem of animal 
feces scattering in the environ-
ment. this initial success has 
encouraged all other activities 
included or excluded in the 
project on the environment to 
be under way in the locality. 
until now the clean water issue 
has been basically settled, sani-
tation in the village has become 
a habit… Neighbouring areas 
are now learning to exercise it. 
It is truly an encouraging victory 
that an investment of just over 
70 million dongs can settle so 
many problems as mentioned. 
Any SEF advisor making a sud-
den visit to the place will be 
granted a heartfelt welcome by 
local people. .

on the other hand there is the proj-
ect that was regarded as a failure: 
the project at a junior high school 
in trang Son commune, Do Luong. 
2 years after the end of the proj-
ect, on one working visit, I dropped 
by to meet the school managing 
board. Due to personal change, the 
new school managing board had no 
idea about the project. In fact, there 
had been no clue about the pres-

ence of SEF here. I did not want to 
and was not in a position to find out 
about the reasons, however, on ac-
count of my unease on this issue, I 
finally knew. the project was carried 
out by a person without any knowl-
edge on the reality of the school, all 
activities had been “handed down 
from the top”, which were almost 
unrelated to the school reality. the 
biggest concern of the project man-
agement board was to complete 
all activities with an aim of using 
up all the funds, finalizing a report 
and completing all necessary pro-
cedures. 

Can you tell a memory you 
have about your experi-
ence with SEF? 

I did not work directly with the SEF 
staff and we even seldom met. Nev-
ertheless, all the staff in the group 
have left me with quite special im-
pressions. Each has a distinctive 
personality and way of thinking. 
Interestingly, the gathered group 
can develop the strengths of its 
members. there has been not much 
conflict. All personalities have been 
more or less supplementary to per-
fection. I have an unforgettable ex-
perience with Mr. Le Quy An during 
my working days in Sweden. I can 
not imagine a man with such a tal-
ent and health that could have such 
a passion for SEF activities. when 
getting off in Stockholm from Kant-
sat, he was close to exhausted and 
had to rely on us to walk. Still he 
devoted his great attention to all 
working sessions. It can be said that 
we have not fully developed our ca-
pabilities.



A youngster from thanh hoa prov-
ince, Vu thi trang, 3rd year student 
of Da Nang university of Foreign 
Languages and the group ‘Green 
ocean’, were so exited to mention 
the thu Bon river. the place was 
neither their homeland nor the call 
of a poem under the name of the 
river. they came to the place to pro-
tect the environment at the invita-
tion of a dedicated hoi An person, 
a young boss who prefers environ-
ment protection to business. 

Managing 2 big restaurants in main 
streets with 30 staff and spending 
over 30 million VND on site leas-
ing and staff’s salary per month, 
he should have been dedicated to 
business but the young boss Dinh 
Van hai, 36 years old, who was born 
and grew up in the old street pays 
little attention to his business. he 
smiled in a drawl that ‘My friends 
make profit of billions. But I just do 
little business and feel satisfied with 
small profit. I wonder how to do sus-
tainable business.’ And he turned to 
speak in a serious way ‘It’s impossi-
ble to survive if you only care about 
business and leave the river and 
roads dirty.’ Slowly sipping his cup 
of spirits, he continued to explain 
the sustainable development in the 
sound of soft music. 

what Mr. hai explained made his 
friend call him ‘a crazy man; ‘while 
foreign tourists are flocking to the 
old street, you don’t focus on busi-

Keeping 
thu Bon 
river Clean

By Nguyen Huy Hien, AG Member

ness but dredging rivers, cleaning up rubbish, training boatmen, you will be 
penniless soon. the river will stay dirty for generations, and surely get pol-
luted again even if you spare no efforts.’

he ignored what his friend had said but kept dissatisfied. he sometimes walks 
along the river bank with pride reflecting in his eyes. Illustrating the thu Bon 
river on paper, he presented his passion as if he had inherited the river from 
his grandparents and parents, and he kept on caring about it and maintain-
ing it for his new born son. he said; ‘hoi An will look different from its former 
state without the rivers of hoai, thu Bon. they are, like the silks illuminating 
the beauty of hoi An. what will the town look like if the rivers are black, dirty 
and smelling? If it comes true, the old streets and villages along the rivers will 
become tasteless and deserted.’

he analyzed so thoughtfully and thoroughly. hoi An is famous for its old hous-
es, traditional careers and village culture. thanks to it, nearly 1,000 enterprises 
in service of tourists have been formed. If one day the silky rivers in hoi An 
suddenly change and no tourist would come, life will get afflicted. why don’t 
we learn from the valuable lesson of beaches in thailand? 

Day by day, he kept on wondering, raised questions and answered himself. 
Looking at the river flowing across the market, his face could not get sadder. 
unable to try alone, he went to the towns’ authorities and partners to talk 
about cleaning up the river. But he only got the answer that; ‘we wouldn’t 
spend money on such helpless work’. 

he did not give up. together with his friends of interest groups, he tried his 
best to calculate and complete projects calling for overseas sponsors. the pa-
tience of the group had brought about 5,000 uSD, and then 10,000 uSD. But 
obtaining the money was just the first step. he then overcame countless dif-
ficulties to organize campaigns on dredging and collecting the rubbish in the 
river. Despite tiredness, he felt happy to see the rivers of hoai and thu Bon 
return to their original look after 3 campaigns. A feeling of relief came to him 
every time a ton of rubbish was collected. 

So admiring the action of the ‘crazy man’ named hai, the group ‘Green ocean’ 
including trang spared no efforts to join him following his invitation. they 
both share a modest dream that ‘If everyone in hoi Street obtains better 
awareness and stays more responsible, the future development will be much 
more sustainable.’

StorIES FroM thE FIELD
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She is Lang thi Leo, Vice Chair-
woman of woman Association in 
ho Son commune, tam Dao district, 
Vinh Phuc province. She told me the 
place she was living in used to be 
dense woods. when the tigers ar-
rived, the local people had to stay 
on the roofs of buffalo sheds. In 
1962, people from different areas 
came and destroyed the forest for 
cultivation. the forest disappeared 
and now only bald hills are left. 

ho Son is a mountainous commune 
where 50% of the population be-
longs to the San Diu ethnic group. 
this is a poor commune in the dis-
trict with little field area and most of 
families’ income is from husbandry.  
they used to live in the forest but 
now the woods have been turned 
in to a national park. Poverty leads 
to ignorance, so life could not be 
improved. Lacking knowledge, lo-
cal people could not do business, 
improve their life or protect the en-
vironment. Adults and children left 
villages to seek jobs or returned to 
the forest to chop down trees and 
exploit forest products.

She and the Commune’s woman 
association reached an agreement 
that they should work out measures 
on enhancing people’s knowledge 
and bringing about scientific and 
daily life knowledge to every fam-
ily. For this, associates can use local 
resources effectively and protect 
the environment to keep the vil-
lages and fields in good condition. 
their desire and determination was 
further encouraged by the assis-
tance of Sida Environmental Fund 
in 1999. the project assisted the op-

eration only 1 year, and afterwards 
empowered the people to continue 
implementation and handle issues 
themselves. the project focused on 
raising awareness on environmen-
tal protection through such activi-
ties as what trees should be grown 
to benefit the environment and life. 
they proactively organized training 
courses and invited experts to pro-
vide knowledge on environmental 
protection and recovery, encourag-
ing the voluntary participation of 
people. training courses on build-
ing the production model of VACr 
were attended by a large number 
of women. they could learn forest-
agricultural production techniques 
benefiting their families, ensuring 
sustainable development. More-
over, training courses were also 
held for teachers of elementary and 
secondary schools in the commune. 
Environment education was com-
bined with syllabi in order to raise 
awareness to the young generation 
who, according to Ms. Leo will take 
over the work of the elderly and de-
velop this area further.     

In anticipation of promoting the 
movement, they have issued over 
500 pictures and books for dissemi-
nation to families. At the demonstra-
tions for the movement on environ-
ment recovery, clean villages and 
fields there were 500 attendants in-
cluding 400 women. the Commune 
women’s Club has been established 
with meetings in every mid-month. 
the club provides science and tech-
nical knowledge, mostly in terms of 
agriculture and environment, orga-
nizes performances, etc. the club is 
also the place where associates ex-
press their ideas, desires and share 
experience. Besides, through the 
club, the project has allocated an 
amount for assisting 32 households 
in husbandry, planting, raising fish 
following the model of capital turn-
over. those who actively join the 
club and environment activities will 
select which one will be assisted 
first. Such activities have a very posi-
tive effect in a mountain commune.  

Currently, with enhanced aware-
ness on environment the associates 
have obtained fundamental knowl-
edge of agricultural-forestry- fish-
ery production leading to positive 
effects on the shift of plants and do-
mestic animals. thousands of trees 
are planted every year on the hills 
including local plants and fruit trees 
to cover the bald hills. Monthly sani-
tization of village roads and alleys 
has become a common practice, 
through which many elderly people 
have set good examples for their 
children. Some of the aged even 
collected bottles of pesticide and 
let them evaporate in fear that the 
scattered bottles would do harm 
to plants and people’s health. the 
model of capital turnover is main-
tained and scaled-up to 120 atten-
dances. Ms. Leo said “we, San Diu 
ethnic people are aware that unless 
the environment is well protected, 
we and our children will have to 
face the consequences.’ ‘our ances-
tors didn’t bequeath any fairy tales 
or legends of this land, but I believe 
that our future generations will re-
place us to write new legends of our 
homeland’.

A San Diu 
“Environmental Lady” 

By Bui Thi Thanh Thuy, AG Member
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In the second review of Sida Environ-
mental Fund in June, 2006, among 
the 21 selected projects, 4 projects 
were highly appreciated by the group 
members. one of those rare projects 
was the rDPr – a project funded by 
the Fund for rural Development and 
Poverty reduction in Quang Ninh 
district, Quang Binh province. the 
convincingness of the project can be 
attributed to many factors such as its 
beneficiaries who are people of ethnic 
minorities, project activities are prag-
matic, creative and scientific of calcu-
lated expense. reading about such 
wholeheartedly developed project 
makes us confident in its efficiency. 

our first impression of the rDPr direc-
tor was his youthfulness, openness, sincerity and dedication to the work he was 
in charge off. Although the project office was supervised and supported by 
the Quang Ninh district People’s Committee, its facilities remained very mod-
est. however, the equipment was paid due to supervision, the most important 
was a very limited number of staff (including directors, accountant and ca-
shier) sitting at the office, as the rest were working at sites where the project is 
deployed. After a 70km trip on forest road, we managed to reach truong Son 
commune (whose area accounted for nearly half of the district on truong Son 
mountain chain). the rDPr director guided me to work with villages where 
the project was about to be deployed. Not until then did I understand why 
the project was that convincing. All the people here regarded this young man 
as their family member. their eyes reflected the hope for something new that 
this person would bring to them. they granted us a simple but very heartfelt 
welcome. During his inspection he told me about the customs and practices, 
cultivating methods of Van Kieu people as well as the life of most families. 
he pointed out inappropriateness and difficulties in life and particularly the 
way to enable gradual support for local people to change their thinking and 
working style and thereby lift them out of poverty.  It can be said that this is 
valuable as quite a few officers have come, worked, even made considerable 
investment in this difficult area, but few can understand so thoroughly and 
get so beloved by the local people. Joining the visit to the village under the 
project was a very young program officer. he devoted almost his entire time to 
locality (spending only one week a month in the centre). he understood quite 
well the circumstances of each family and their reasons. It has been said he’s 
the model officer of ‘3 withs’ lingering on from the past who eats, stays and 
works with local people. By then we have a firmer belief in his position as a 

Director. he has transferred his pas-
sion and knowledge to youngsters, 
a majority of whom are reluctant to 
come to such remote areas even for 
tourist purpose. 

After inspection of the whole area 
intended for the project and a brief 
meeting to correct some require-
ments of the Fund, we started to talk 
about what he had done previously. 

After his gradua-
tion from Business 
School of hue 
Economic univer-
sity, Pham Mau tai 
worked for 5 year 
at Mulberry and 
Silk Company in 
Lam Dong prov-
ince. In 1998 he 
moved to work at 
the rural Devel-
opment Service 
Center (rDSC), 
one of the first 
non-governmen-
tal organizations 
in Vietnam estab-
lished in 1995 in 

hanoi. Between 1998 and 2001, he 
was a project officer in charge of 
rDSC project office in Quang Binh. 
From 2002 to June, 2004, he was 
the chief regional representative of 
rDSC in Quang Binh, managing the 
project in Quang Binh. After the end 
of the rDSC project (in late 2003), 
People’s Committee of Quang Ninh 
district issued a Decision to form ru-
ral Development and Poverty Fund 
(rDPr). All assets and personnel of 
the rDSC representative office in 
Quang Binh had been transferred 
to rDPr. Mr. tai took the position 
of the Center Director. After the 
project formation and successful 
completion of the 1 year operation 
of the poverty reduction program 
for Van Kieu people, rDPr has re-
ceived an acceptance from ICCo, 
the Netherlands funding to extend 
the program for many following 
years. rDPr project’s activities aim 
at poverty reduction for the Van 
Kieu ethnic people through produc-
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the Son of Villages along 
truong Son Mountains

By Nguyen Van Long – AG member
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tion capacity enhancement so they 
can generate incomes and opportu-
nities for the poor to get access to 
agricultural extension services. 

A great success of rDPr in 2004 
was its establishment of a training 
Center for the community in truong 
Son commune on an area of almost 
2 hectares, an office system used 
for community training, a house on 
stilt for preservation and national 
cultural life activities for Van Kieu 
ethnic people with a total construc-
tion investment of nearly 500 mil-
lion VND.

Participatory approach is applied by 
rDPr throughout the project. It is a 
strong point of rDPr to form com-
munity organizations or interest 
group of farmers to share informa-
tion and this is the approach ap-
plied by rDPr to create success on 
its project. 
 
throughout the project implemen-
tation, after 2 field inspection, I have 
reinforced my initial impressions. 
Although this was a small project 
among those implemented by the 
center, he had paid due attention. 
with an aim to achieve the project 
objectives he, along with program 
officers had organized many train-
ing and communication courses for 
the community with regard to rais-
ing awareness on environmental 
protection and natural resources. 
the project had also practised mod-
els applying sustainable cultivating 
methods to improve the soil and 
to ensure income for the commu-
nity like peanut growing, banana 
growing and weed for husbandry 
models and models of cattle cages 
in combination with composting 
rotting manure. Moreover, the proj-
ect aimed at increasing production, 
efficient land using and reducing 
deforestation for cultivation by Van 
Kieu ethnic people. the practice of 
the model in villages had formed 
interest groups who share informa-
tion on production and environ-
mental protection of villages and 
households.     

After 7 months of project imple-
mentation, 4 training courses had 
been held to raise people’s aware-
ness on environmental protection 
and natural resources. there were 
51 models of agricultural produc-
tion and husbandry that had been 
carried out. 3 interest groups were 
formulated for monthly information 
exchange with a total number of 
360 attendances from 3 villages of 
the Van Kieu ethnic people. 

In the beginning, the project was 
very difficult due to limited aware-
ness of the people. however the 
project could go on more smooth-
ly later as its dissemination work 
through training courses, radio 
broadcasting and sharing infor-
mation among interest groups in 
villages had helped to gradually 
change people’s awareness. the 
project had exerted good initial im-
pacts on community’s awareness on 
environment protection. In fact, the 
models had been correctly applied 
by the community and developed 
well; cattle sheds were cleaned up 
and manure composted for plant 
fertilizer. talks on the environment 
by interest groups have been main-
tained monthly, villages frequently 
clean up leading to airy and clear 
surroundings.

StorIES FroM thE FIELD
to clearly illustrate this youngster, 
I would like to conclude with my 
memory of our last mission. It was 
in September 2006 when he and I 
were riding a motorbike on a 70km 
road which was too muddy for any 4-
wheel vehicle to drive on, except the 
specialized automobiles for wood 
transportation. In the pouring rain in 
the west truong Son area, we were 
still warmly welcome by the local 
people.  I had the chance to witness 
the first outcomes of the project in-
cluding auto-running water system, 
growing banana gardens, harvesting 
elephant grass fields, and hygienic 
sheds with appropriate temperature 
in both winter and summer.  the 
most important was that we could 
see confidence by the difficult Van 
Kieu people here. on our way back to 
the office, we totally got stuck in the 
previous path and had to take risks 
riding on the west truong Son road 
used in the American war in the past 
– a 150km road which was always on 
the edge of land slides. the sun was 
still shinning when we came back to 
the plain.    

that was my most memorable mis-
sion which was however conducted 
regularly by him and other officers at 
the Center.

The Linkages
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In a report by SEF/36/06 project 
submitted to SEF office, Mr. Vu 
huynh uyen Bao – project owner, 
attached two meeting invitations 
from local organizations and added 
some words to ‘boast’ that ‘Since the 
project was deployed by the project 
owner, I have been called ‘uncle En-
vironment’ everywhere I go, and I 
usually participated in meetings to 
talk about environmental protec-
tion. that’s the pleasure and desire 
of the project owner although I 
sometimes feel exhausted and my 
spouse holds it against me as the 
work is too time-consuming.’

we burst into laughter while read-
ing through the text but felt so 
moved by the sincere, simple and 
a bit proud words of the Chairman 
of VAC Club, Loc Phat ward (Bao Loc 
district, Lam Dong province.)

Being a project owner is tiring as 
he has to make numerous efforts 
and spend much time with a view 
on the best results of the activities. 

right from the beginning of the 
project, his inexperience prevent-
ed him from seeking the support 
from authorities at levels despite 
his enthusiasm. therefore initially 
he faced some challenges. In terms 
of training, although he had con-
ducted surveys on the educational 
level of the local people to compile 
appropriate training materials, he 
discovered that materials should 
have been handed out to them in 
advance so they could make better 
contribution to the discussion. re-
garding technical training, due to in-
sufficient consultation, some of the 
trainees were too inpatient to follow 
technical procedures, leading to un-
necessary use of pesticide for tea 
plants. he was also worried that at 
the establishment of the group, the 
expected outputs were so idealized 
that the group members seemed 
disappointed when the target had 
not been hit. Fortunately, he found 
out the problem and timely en-
couraged them to be patient and 
together work out the cause and 

measures of the settlement and he 
simplified and shortened the tar-
gets to start from small targets to 
more important ones later. 

he now is very happy with initial 
outcomes of the project, which re-
ally amazed and gratified officials of 
Loc Phat ward. the project was then 
vigorously supported by all the peo-
ple in the ward. It could be seen in 
the ward’s public dissemination into 
which environmental protection 
information was integrated. resi-
dents’ awareness in protecting the 
environment has been improved 
remarkably. they have contributed 
to the movement of environmen-
tal protection by writing articles to 
disseminate this activity. Impacts 
by the project have been highly ap-
preciated by local mass organiza-
tions and regarded as a chance for 
authorities and mass organizations 
in dissemination of civilized life 
style. there have been some posi-
tive changes in residents’ habits as 
preventing the dust of grinding cof-

“uncle Environment”
By Bui Thi Thanh Thuy, AG Member

StorIES FroM thE FIELD
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Projects sponsored by SEF for or-
ganisations and groups in the com-
munity are of small scale and have a 
limited budget. However, attributed 
to the right approach and passion of 
participants in the Project Manage-
ment Board, the achievements, albeit 
small, are being multiplied. Practical 
methods, models and approach for 
improving the living environment 
are certain to receive support and 
follow-up from local people. Project 
SEF/01/06 implemented in Hat Luu 
commune (Yen Bai province) is such 
an example.

In the mild autumn sunshine lami-
nating the field with a dark yellow, 
the wind brings the pervasive smell 
of ripe rice paddies throughout the 
village, promising a bumper crop 
for local farmers in hat Luu.

During this time, every house in the 
village of hat Luu is busy with pre-
paring for the harvest. Although 
they are full of activity, it was not dif-
ficult to mobilize people in launch-
ing the large movement of cleaning 
the surroundings. 415 persons had 
devoted hundreds of working days 
to collect 75 m3 of garbage, dredge 
sewerage and at the same time to 
repair 1.8 km people-made roads 
for convenient travel.

During a visit to 20 households as 
beneficiaries of the SEF projects to 
move animal facilities far away from 
their houses, premise planning has 
been tidier everywhere. Cages and 
sties have been completed for con-
solidation far away from the family 
residence. In response to our ques-
tion, every family that has moved 
the cages away agreed to this activ-
ity. Many visiting people also have 
the intention of doing it at their 
own house. therefore, such a small 
project has gradually changed a 
long-lasting behaviour consistent 
with thai ethnic peoples’ tradition 
in hat Luu.

For many years the development of 
family economy intended for pov-
erty reduction has been a top prior-
ity in programs and plans of various 
levels. however, the environmental 
issues should not be neglected, be-
cause the environment will directly 
affect human beings, their health 
and the general cultural scene. 
when we understand that econom-
ical development must go hand in 
hand with care about social issues 
and environmental protection, de-
velopment will be sustainable. At 
this moment such a small action 
can clean our surroundings, but it 
will also have to take care of the fu-
ture life and the firm development.

Many a Little Makes 
a Mickle

By Vu Hoang Phuong (Tram Tau district, Yen Bai province)

fee from polluting the air by using 
dust-catching bags, seriously treat-
ing waste from animal husbandry 
and using pesticide. 

After technical transfer of grow-
ing tea, construction, maintenance 
and use of biogas cellar, house-
holds were so delighted to real-
ize that environmental protection 
is not something abstract but so 
simple. they understand that strict 
compliance of learned processes 
will benefit them in both long and 
short terms. they also see that what 
they used to think was harmless in 
fact negatively affected the envi-
ronment and their own health. 

he proudly told that people af-
fected by environmental pollu-
tion related activities are now also 
aware of the danger and start to 
raise their voice requesting to live 
in a clean environment. he wrote 
to us that “As a project owner, I have 
a feeling that the project is success-
ful in terms of social participation as 
we have grasped the role of member 
groups and relied on  other social 
organizations in the ward. We espe-
cially appreciate the role of people in 
their good implementation of proj-
ect’s ideas, and from the bottom of 
my heart I always feel that the very 
people who have helped us fulfill the 
role of environmental protection in 
the best way”.

For several years, Sida Environmen-
tal Fund has funded many projects 
at localities and so many project 
owners have expressed their feel-
ings like him in various ways. this 
makes us understand the dedica-
tion of those who spare no efforts 
for a clean environment not only 
for themselves but for their fami-
lies and the whole community. 

Changes in people’s awareness 
and habits in daily life and produc-
tion of the whole community can 
not be realized overnight, and it 
does require such enthusiastic 
and dedicated persons like Mr. Vu 
huynh uyen Bao.

The Linkages
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Vinh Loc is a rural area in Can Loc 
district, ha tinh province about 
8kms west of the districts’ center. 
the commune is purely agricultural 
with many ponds, lakes and rivers. 
the market of Nhe is famous in this 
region as a commercial hub for the 
people in and outside the district. 
During the war, many evacuated of-
fices were located there, including 
pesticide stocks. Chemical residues, 
waste from Nhe market water fern 
and the weeds in the ponds have 
affected the environment consider-
ably, causing diseases among the 
people. 

After being away from home for 2 
tet holidays I dropped by Vinh Loc 

the New Vinh Loc Commune 
By Nguyen Kien (Vinh Loc commune, Can Loc district, Ha Tinh province)

Since June 2006 the Agricultural Cooperative Phu Mau 2 of Phu Mau com-
mune, Phu Vang district, thua thien hue has been funded by Sida Environ-
mental Fund (Sweden) to carry out SEF/31/06 project titled “Enhancing the 
capacity of the protection and overcoming of the environmental situation in 
connection with sustainable development for local people and members of 
Agricultural Cooperative Phu Mau 2”. After one year in operation, the project 
has brought about good results and the environment has been gradually im-
proved. the project has gradually changed the behaviour and awareness in 
life and production among a section of the population.

In the spirit and responsibility of the project management, thanks to the sup-
port of local authority, active participation of local farmers the project’s activi-
ties have yielded very encouraging results. Activities sponsored by the project 
have a widespread participation and exert an impact on a large number of 
people, for example training courses on enhancing environmental awareness, 
convention signing ceremonies and a commitment to environmental protec-
tion. Vibrant posters are put in crowded places and crossroads between villag-
es. there is a library with more than 200 book titles among which many are re-

lated to farming, animal husbandry 
or healthcare for local people’s refer-
ence and reading. their awareness 
on environmental protection has 
improved with every passing day. 
Garbage in the residential areas has 
been reduced substantially, there 
have been increased limitations on 
pesticide use and people are now 
using more bio-products which do 
less harm to the consumers and the 
surroundings. the safe vegetable 

StorIES FroM thE FIELD

Phu Mau Environment: 
one Year in retrospect

By Le Quang Minh 
(Phu Mau commune, Phu Vang district, Thua Thien – Hue province)
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during my working visit. My first 
feelings are of a clean and clear 
environment in the village embed-
ded with mud, narrow alleys and 
disorderly grown trees. toilets used 
to be temporary, animal feces were 
scattered everywhere, flies were 
grown and reproduced in great 
number, ponds and lakes stagnat-
ed, sewerage didn’t get drained and 
households used to use water from 
short-lived water-wells. But like a 
magic that scene has disappeared 
to give way to the thriving scene 
of a renewed village. Nhe market, 
once full of garbage now has tidy 
stands and clean premises without 
any rubbish, the village road has 
been repaired and some sections 
have even been concretized. the 
pathways for families in the villages 
have been widened and cleared, 
toilets have been built to the right 
specifications and animal feces and 
garbage are no longer scattered. on 
my request, I came to understand 
that my home commune has been 

receiving the support of Sida Envi-
ronmental Fund project for the Poor 
People Centre (PPC). the project’s 
objective is to protect the environ-
ment by implementing a compo-
nent to use garbage as micro-bio 
manure. And by this two birds are 
killed with one stones. Many peo-
ple have said it is good to have this 
project because people have been 
trained to extend their knowledge 
on environmental protecting and 
are supported with the enzyme for 
micro-bio manure. thanks to that, 
people’s awareness has been mark-
edly raised which resulted into the 
actively collecting of garbage by 
households and individuals, the 
draining of sewerage, the growing 
of green trees in public places and 
the more responsible way of using 
pesticides. People are being mobi-
lized to build clean water networks. 
there have been 3 projects who 
strived for this, consisting of 637 
participations in training in which 
196 tons of micro-bio manure was 

growing model in the Cooperative 
has been successful and multiplied. 

Bamboo growing activities to pre-
vent erosion at river banks have 
been conducted according to plan 
and assisted people, living or pro-
ducing in the area to stabilize their 
life and production. however, af-
ter some time some bamboo trees 
have died due to drought, lack of 
watering by Cooperative members 

collected and manufactured for ag-
ricultural production and in which 
203 households including 93 poor 
ones took part, thus creating a great 
campaign to improve and protect 
the environment.

As I was bidding my farewells and 
enjoying the clean and clear atmo-
sphere there, I wished that every-
one on the planet was well aware 
of environmental protection as a 
common responsibility and joined 
efforts in protecting our clean and 
beautiful house.

StorIES FroM thE FIELD

and rubbing by buffaloes and cows. 
Some bamboo trees have died due 
to alum infected alluvial ground. 
the number of dead bamboo trees 
shall be replaced by new ones 
thanks to the Cooperative’s public 
benefit funds used by the Manage-
ment Board after the food season. 

By the project’s fund as well as by 
contributions from the community, 
the Project Management Board 
along with villages and inhabitation 
clusters has established 4 groups 
and equipped 4 specialized vehicles 
to collect and transport garbage as 
well as sufficient protective cloth-
ing. however, this activity is now 
facing many obstacles as it is new to 
the rural areas in the overall district, 
particularly in Phu Mau. the project 
has been approved by many people 
in implementation meetings but 
the initial fee of VND5000/house-
hold has not satisfied the spending 
requirements for a working day of 
waste collection and the rental cost 
of city garbage vehicles for trans-
portation to the garbage treatment 

place. As stipulated by current guide-
lines, Phu Vang district shall conduct 
the work of waste collection in the 
countryside, thus this activity will be 
jointly carried out. 

there have also been some contents 
of the project that have not been done 
in a synchronous way or that lack ac-
tivism, such as garbage collection and 
treatment. Carrying out and abiding 
by the convention to protect the en-
vironment has been limited in many 
places and the awareness and sense 
of responsibility among local people 
has not been high. Sustaining post-
project environmental protection ac-
tivities is still a pressing issue to the 
Project Management Board as well as 
the people in Phu Mau 2. 

with an aim to bring SEF/31/06 project 
into the lives of people in Phu Mau 2, 
the Project Management Board wish-
es that Cooperative members always 
hold high their sense of responsibility 
in environmental protection and con-
tribute to building their homeland.
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the Pac Bo cultural heritage site has 
a diverse and attractive ecological 
landscape. It consist of the upstream 
forest with an area of dozens of 
hectares, embracing many precious 
kinds of wood imbued with the iden-
tity of Cao Bang province like the 
Excentrodendron tonkinensis, the 
Erythropholenm fordii, the Chukra-
sia tabularis and the Nephelium sp. 
the Lenin stream originating from 
Coc Bo cave has swift flows all year 
round and some rough and zigzag 
sections forming small water falls 
circling around Pac Bo area. Natural 
fish flock with many different species 
which adds attraction to visitors.

Pac Bo village exists mainly of people 
from the Nung ethnic group with 79 
households and 310 mouths. Local 
people’s source of income depends 
largely on agricultural production. 
In recent years, more and more visi-
tors come to Pac Bo and local people 
begin to have an additional income 
from tourism. 

with an aim to ensure the increas-
ingly clean Pac Bo, better Pac Bo 
fields, an improved environment 
in the villages Cao Bang province’s 
Nature and the Environment Protec-
tion Association supported by re-
sources of Sida Environmental Fund 

Pac Bo Village: 
organizing Local 
Community for 
Environmental Protection

By Dinh Ngoc Hai 
(Cao Bang Association for Nature Conservation and Environmental Protection)

established an association branch 
of Pac Bo Nature Preservation with 
13 members headed by the Pac Bo 
village chief. the association branch 
has carried out many activities to en-
hance the capacity and awareness 
on the role played by local people in 
Pac Bo’s environmental protection. 
the project’s activities have contrib-
uted to the better protection of the 
everyday life of the community, the 
clean and clear village roads and al-
leys, the better hygienic conditions 
of the local people and their health. 
Village people are the direct protec-
tors of the upstream forest and help 
the Lenin stream keep clean and 
clear and full of water even during 
dry season. 

People in the village usually clean 
cattle facilities and compost rot ma-
nure with EM bio-products to de-
odorize bad smell before applying 
to plants on the field. with an aim 
to keep the fish stocks in the Lenin 
stream multiplying, village people 
have voluntarily abstained from fish-
ing in any form.  

the association branch of Bac Bo Na-
ture and Environment Protection was 
formed under the professional guid-
ance of the provincial Nature and 
Environment Protection Association. 
As a result of their efforts, the associ-
ation branch’s activities will prosper 
and make an active contribution to 
the Green, Clean, and Beautiful Pac 
Bo homeland and thereby deserv-
ing to be an attractive destination 
among visitors.

StorIES FroM thE FIELD



tan Loc in thoi Binh district, Ca Mau 
province have 9 hamlets, many 
interlacing rivers and canals, and 
as the population there is thinly 
spread along canal banks, everyday 
life activities such as discharging 
wastes, personal hygiene, animal 
husbandry are on the river or canal. 
Local people have made many ef-
forts to protect their living environ-
ment, especially since 2006, tan Loc 
commune has been supported by 
Sida Environmental Fund (Swedish) 
for a project to protect the environ-
ment and the red Cross Association 
as the owner. 

Since the operation of the project, 
the red Cross Association has con-
tributed ideas to the authority in 
its plan to mobilize people living in 
hamlets to be actively engaged in 
environmental protection, to sign 
convention, to coordinate with ham-
let chiefs to run 04 training courses 
for 240 key officers, representatives 
of mass organisations, community 
organisations, young volunteers 
group, pioneering youth to learn 
about environmental protection. 

More still the Association has or-
ganised many movement-launch-
ing activities and managed to 
clear more than 30 km of roads 
and thousands of square metres of 
wild weeds in public space around 
people’s houses and collect over 15 
tons of garbage and drain sewerage 
and thereby return to a clean and 
beautiful scene. what is more, the 

StorIES FroM thE FIELD
project has provided support to dig 
16 clean water wells for poor house-
holds. So far nearly 95% of house-
holds in the commune use clean 
water for everyday life. the project 
has provided 9 clean water vessels 
for 9 cultural houses where there is 
often a gathering of many people. 
Moreover, the project has built 10 
public toilets, grown more than 300 
bamboo hedges to prevent waves, 
erosion and landslide along over 
3 km of river bank, grown 15000 
trees of many kinds along over 15 
km of village transport routes, mo-
bilized people to grow more than 
20,000 trees in their own home and 
launched the removal of more than 
250 toilets and animal facilities by 
the river and canals. the project has 
been mobilizing people to be more 
aware of environmental protection 
by abstention from discharging 
wastes, dead animal bodies and fe-
ces by the river and canals. 

the red Cross Association of tan Loc 
commune has grown and recovered 
2000 m2 of traditional Vietnamese 
medicine gardens at 2 pagodas, i.e., 
thien Ly Dan and hung Loc tu for 
the treatment of common diseases. 

Environmental protection is the 
safeguard of our very lives. Local 
people in tan Loc commune are 
conscious of this issue and thereby 
helping the environment become 
more clean and beautiful, roll back 
diseases like petechial fever, ma-
laria, diarrhea and many other com-
mon diseases in early months of the 
rainy season.

Environnemental Protection 
in tan Loc Commune

Red Cross Association of Tan Loc commune
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In recent years, under the aus-
pices of Sida Environmental Fund, 
MES Fund and Vinh Phuc people’s 
committee, the provincial animal 
husbandry association has carried 
out some programs and sub-proj-
ects on knowledge enhancement 
and dissemination of knowledge 
on environmental protection and 
bio-product application in animal 
husbandry, contributing to environ-
mental protection and sustainable 
agricultural development. these 
programs and sub-projects have re-
corded certain results.

From theoretical and prac-
tical rationales
In animal husbandry the EM bio-
product has many good effects such 
as preventing bad smells in the cag-
es and the dirty water containers, 
reducing the population of flies and 
insects, increasing animal health, re-
ducing stress agents and increasing 
immunity against diseases, promot-
ing the quality of domestic animal 
products and increasing reproduc-
tive capacity as well as reducing the 
need for veterinary medicine and 
antibiotics.

EM use does not only have veteri-
nary effects but also improves soil 
quality, increases plant’s resistance 
to pestilent insects and increases 
the output of plants in the organic 
system, particularly in environmen-
tal terms. Moreover, EM will disinte-
grate wasted materials from sewer-
age and industrial wasted water. on 
the other hand, EM characters will 
prevent organic substances from 
being burned as it can be turned 
into fertilizers and be effectively re-
cycled.

To practice and 
implementation
the animal husbandry association 
has cooperated with 11 communes 
and wards on behalf of 8 districts in 
Vinh Phuc province to carry out this 
program.

At meetings for implementation 
and training, scientists and experts 
directly convey major contents on 
theoretical and practical founda-
tion of applying bio-products, their 
effects in agricultural production, 
anti-pollution, animal husbandry 
development, prevention against 
bird flu and foot-and-mouth dis-
ease among cattle as well as some 
concrete things in Environmental 
Protection Law and related policies. 
Documents and reports on typical 
examples, answers to inquiries of 
local farmers and action plans with 
focuses on each period have been 
provided for delegates and learners.

Programs and sub-projects have 
conducted many diverse activities 
like holding conferences, IEC forms 
on the mass media of the province 
and radio broadcasting to every vil-
lage, population groups, building 
self-governed population groups to 
protect the environment and sup-
porting farmers to learn and apply 
advanced science into production. 
Furthermore, the association organ-
ised writing competitions on envi-
ronmental protection. Many articles 
fulfilling the requirements have 
been posted on the provincial and 
central mass media and in the book 
titled ‘Science, technology, Envi-
ronment and People of Vinh Phuc’ 
which was published by the animal 
husbandry association.

Results achieved
So far, programs and sub-projects 
have attracted the direct participa-
tion of 4000 farming households, 
among whom 1500 households have 
used bio-products. the secondary 
EM number provided is 13,000 litres 
used for a total of 26,640 pigs, 1,815 
buffaloes and cows, and more than 
45,000 domestic fowls. the vast area 
of cages and sties is 18,400 m2 and 
over 12,000 m2 consists of sewer-
age and stagnant ponds. In addition 
to use for animal husbandry, some 
places have been used for fruit trees, 
green vegetable, flowers, decorative 
plants,… yielding good results. 

Vinh Phuc Animal 
husbandry Association 
and Environmental 
Protection

By Phan Huy Thuy 
Vinh Phuc Animal Husbandry Association
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the above programs and sub-proj-
ects have contributed to enhanc-
ing awareness on environmental 
protection and generating con-
crete actions for the community to 
protect the environment like col-
lecting garbage and cleaning vil-
lage roads. In the training courses 
people have been well aware of 
environmental issues. thus, they 
have created a sense of communi-
ty responsibility in environmental 
protection through an action slo-
gan: ‘All people actively participate 
in environmental protection’, ‘Act 
for a green, clean, and beautiful 
environment’, and ‘Abiding by En-
vironmental Protection Law is the 
communities’ responsibility’.

the Green volunteering group 
with a majority of youth has built 
commune and ward-level operat-
ing regulations, is progressing to-
wards making actions diverse and 
serves as a practical foundation for 
permanent operation. 

the positive response from local 
farmers and communities in EM 
product application in produc-
tion and life is a noteworthy result. 
From initial reality, the product 
has shown clear effects in limit-
ing harmful bacteria, helping pre-
vent diseases for cattle and poul-
try deodorize bad smell in animal 
facilities, sewerage and stagnant 
ponds, increasing organic sub-
stance disintegration and exerting 
good impact on the development 
of plants and domestic animal.

through programs and sub-proj-
ects local people have a correct 
understanding of the role of the 
environment, thus holding high 
the responsibility to protect it and 
to build a sustainable develop-
ment in the rural area. People in 
communes and wards practise a 
lifestyle of hygienic conditions, im-
prove toilets and animal facilities to 
prevent environmental pollution, 
make good use of gardening land 
to increase income, repair drain-
age system and regularly clean the 
village and hamlet.

StorIES FroM thE FIELD

Gia Sinh is a mountainous commune of Gia Vien district, Ninh Binh province 
in the buffer zone of hoa Lu Culture-history-Environment specialized forest 
(hoa Lu beautiful scenery reserve on the map of Vietnam Nature reserve). 
the natural area of the commune is nearly 2050 hectares of which two thirds 
are hills and mountains. the communes’ population is about 6000 people or 
over 1500 households. the commune is next to the hoang Long river. As it is 
a flood diverging area, some villages along the river bank should be evacu-
ated. People’s life here is heavily affected by natural calamities and floods. Lo-
cal people’s major source of income is farming, animal husbandry, fishing in 
ponds and the river, cutting wood on the mountain and exploiting natural 
medicinal plants in the forest. there is no secondary job or handicraft. Income 
per capital of people in the commune is very low compared with that in the 
province (approximately 60%). About 22% of households are still poor. 

According to survey statistics from the Institute of Forest Survey and Planning 
hoa Lu’s specialized forest has 577 species of plants, including 311 species 
usable for medicine and 10 species in the Vietnam red Book. Sinh Duoc and 
Gia Sinh mountainous areas now still retain many precious medicinal plants 
such as Stephania glabra, Gardenia jasminoides, Dioscorea persimlis, Fallopia 
multiflora, homalomena affaromatica, and hibicus sagittifolius. 

Gia Sinh commune belongs to the trang An tourist complex and spiritual-cul-
tural area (98 hectares), the Dam thi lake area (107 hectares) and the Bai Dinh 
pagoda ecological-tourist area (180 hectares) with many marvelous caves and 
scenic beauties. Sinh Duoc cave is 2 km long and has wonderful stalactites. Bai 
Dinh pagoda is at the mid of the mountain with 4 words engraved above the 
cave; “Minh Dinh Danh Lam”, which means keeping the scenic beauty forever. 

transforming the countryside 
for sustainable development 
– Experiments in Gia Sinh 
commune, Gia Vien, Ninh Binh

By Dr. Dang Duc Tao (Chairman of Ninh Binh 
Union for Science and Technology Associations)
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Gia Sinh is a commune with poten-
tial in ecological tourism and is in 
reality becoming an attractive tour-
ist destination, especially because 
of the caves and the precious me-
dicinal plants in the region and the 
many cultural and historical sites. 
however, once tourism starts boom-
ing, local people will be affected 
both positively and negatively. Posi-
tively because tourist development 
can generate new jobs, such as 
tourist services for young workers. 
however, infrastructure and road 
building will narrow cultivating land 
transforming the habitat of animals 
and plants leading to the reduction 
of precious medicinal plants. once 
there are tourism activities there will 
be more waste which may destroy 
the natural scenery and affect the 
ecosystem. Young people may have 
job opportunities at tourist compa-
nies while having little knowledge 
of foreign languages and tourism. 
As local people practise agricultural 
production, they have not gotten 
used to working in service and tour-
ism. what is more, people older than 
35 will lack employment upon their 
loss of cultivating land. therefore, 
attention should be paid to new job 
trainings for growing Vietnamese 
traditional medicinal plants.     

the above mentioned issues are 
related to economical, social and 
environmental fields. It has become 
a question put to leaders of various 
levels, from commune over district 
to province how to protect and im-
prove natural resources, maintain 
social stability and raise people’s liv-
ing standard. It is necessary to build 
a sustainable development plan 
for the whole commune to solve 
all these problems properly. As for 
sustainable development, a hamlet 
or village alone can not make it. It 
requires the change in awareness 
and action of the whole commune. 
Among the issues that need resolv-

ing in the sustainable develop-
ment plan is the enhancement of 
the awareness and the capacity of 
environmental protection, natural 
resources management and science 
and technology application in life 
and production. It is up to the com-
munity to be self responsible and 
conscious of methods to solve their 
own problems. the project titled 
“Enhancing the awareness and ca-
pacity for the community on envi-
ronmental protection, management 
of natural resources and support 
to build ecological village model 
of sustainable development in the 
buffer zone of hoa Lu Culture-histo-
ry-Environment specialized forest of 
Ninh Binh province” is sponsored by 
SEF for Ninh Binh province’s union 
of Science and technology Asso-
ciations and aims to help Gia Sinh 
commune’s people to solve a part 
of the abovementioned problems. 

the project has conducted informa-
tion, education and communica-
tion (IEC) work on environmental 
protection and a sustainable devel-
opment plan in the commune. the 
waste treatment technology ap-
plying model and the Vietnamese 
traditional medicinal plant growing 
models have been deployed in 3 
villages; number 6, 9, and 10 of Gia 
Sinh commune. through training 
courses, seminars and model imple-
mentation the community’s aware-
ness has been raised, they have 
been provided with teamwork skills 
and the collective intellect is mobi-
lized to solve their own problems. 

Villages chosen for the project are 
situated next to the spiritual and 
cultural tourist area. these villages 
have relatively favourable transport 
conditions and a particularly beauti-
ful landscape, surrounded by lakes, 
ponds, river, caves and temples. Vil-
lage 6, 9, and 10 have a population 
of 1800 people or about 475 house-

holds. If the sustainable develop-
ment of an ecological village model 
is built, they will become an attrac-
tive tourist spot. Visitors can come 
to a green and clean Vietnamese vil-
lage with traditional medicine prod-
ucts and mild, hospitable people 
imbued with Vietnamese cultural 
identities. waste is collected, treat-
ed and recycled by applying such 
technologies like an energy-saving 
cooker. Local people can get access 
to clean water and the environmen-
tal conditions can be improved. 
the protection of natural resources 
and genes of precious medicinal 
plants involved an active partici-
pation from the community. thus 
the natural landscape has been 
beautified, the villages have been 
cleaner and the medical remedy as 
a product will boost tourism. More 
visitors mean higher income. Along 
with building villages into ecologi-
cal and cultural ones, we should 
improve local people’s knowledge 
for their participation in tourist ac-
tivities in the region. Enhanced life 
from service will ease pressure on 
the exploitation of natural resources 
and there will be less environmental 
destruction. 

the construction planning of Bai 
Dinh Mountains’ spiritual and 
cultural tourist area has been ap-
proved by relevant authorities and 
actively executed so works can be 
finish by 2010 to celebrate 1000th 
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anniversary of thang Long – hanoi. 
Nowadays, the tourist area starts 
receiving visitors to caves and tem-
ples. thus, it is necessary to prepare 
knowledge on history, culture and 
cultural behaviours in the tourist 
service. the difficulty in building 
an ecological village rests with lo-
cal people’s knowledge on ecol-
ogy and their own role in ecological 
tourist development. Village and 
commune officials lack skills in mo-
bilizing people’s intellect to solve 
problems posed to them like loss of 
cultivating land, underemployment 
and environmental pollution. 

Besides these difficult problems, 
Giang Sinh commune also has some 
favourable conditions in building a 
sustainable development model. 
Cadres and people are very passion-
ate and energetic. the Community 
learning centre of the commune is 
a place which organises activities 
of intellectual enhancement, job 
training, science and technology 
knowledge, studies on law and cul-
ture and performance activities for 
a better spiritual life of the commu-
nity. Commune officials have learnt 
to raise their knowledge on sustain-
able development under the Agen-
da 21 of Ninh Binh province.  

By october 2006, SEF’s Project Man-
agement Board in coordination 
with leaders of localities organised 
a project meeting with 70 partici-

pants from Ninh Binh Department 
of Science and technology, People’s 
Committee of Gia Vine district, Party 
Committee, People’s Committee 
and agencies, mass organisations in 
Gia Sinh commune and households 
under the projects. the project es-
tablished a science and technology 
working group of 10 members, 1 
IEC group on environment is com-
posed of 15 members from Youth 
union. there were 2 training cours-
es on awareness enhancement on 
environmental protection, environ-
mental pollution – related disease 
prevention, IEC skills, participatory 
approach and teamwork skills with 
a total of 64 participants. Moreover, 
the project has provided training on 
the energy-saving cooker technol-
ogy for 14 households and builds 
support to other 8 households. 
So far, training participants have 
managed to build quality standard 
cookers. the project has organised 
a winter crop growing model with 2 
main plants as Dt96 and Dt12 soy-
bean and 1 hectare of chilly to draw 
experience for extension. there are 
other activities such as IEC posters 
on environmental protection and 
sustainable development, mobiliz-
ing households with medical prac-
titioners to provide information on 
precious medicinal plants in the lo-
cality and choosing 10 households 
to build a medicine garden for the 
preservation and development of 
precious medicinal plants. Espe-
cially through local survey, project 
experts local people had discovered 

many Dalbergia tonkinensis trees 
wildly grown on the than mountain 
area where local people used to 
exploit firewood. the project man-
agement board had warned local 
authority these precious trees are 
being exhaustedly exploited and 
are in danger of extinction and re-
quest preservation. the project pro-
vided funding for local households 
to collect saplings and cultivate 
seedlings and bring to Bai Dinh pa-
goda area for preservation of 250 
trees. the commune’s farmers asso-
ciation had mobilized 2 association 
branches with 125 members to par-
ticipate voluntarily in transporting 
and growing 250 trees and assigned 
members from village 6 to manage 
and take care of these trees. 

It can be said that SEF/06/06 project 
sponsored by Sida Environmental 
Fund and carried out by Ninh Binh 
province’s union of Science and 
technology Associations in coordi-
nation with mass organisations and 
local people of Gia Sinh commune 
has been truly a motivational force 
for the momentum of Gia Sinh com-
mune’s people in its transformation 
from a purely agricultural commune 
to a promising ecological tourist 
commune.
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For SEF/02/06 project in Quang Chu 
commune (Cho Moi district, Bac Kan 
province) as well as for other community 
supporting SEF projects an important ac-
tivity with decisive meaning on the proj-
ect’s sustainability is to form community 
groups (interest groups). After the end 
of the project, these community groups 
are the core forces to continue develop-
ing project’s contents. hence, right from 
the start of the operation the project 
management board in coordination with 
local authorities established community 
groups. up until now, under the support 
of experts 4 community groups have 
been formed with regulations and action 
plans, including a biogas group, a micro-
bio manure group, a clean tea group and 
a clean vegetable group. At the same 
time with these group formations, the 
project held 1 training course of 3 days 
for community group leadership to en-
hance management, operation and ac-
counting capacity. the training course 
provided knowledge on group start-up 
and development, action planning, man-
agement, accounting, reporting … for 
the leaders of the 4 groups. All groups 
have been formed and put into opera-
tion efficiently. Each group with its own 
criteria and action plans has mobilized 
local people in the commune for positive 
changes in environmental protection in 
life and production. 

Moreover, 16 representative leaders from 
4 community groups also participated in 
a training course on technology transfer 
of micro-bio organic fertilizers and bio-
gas with an aim to train them as trainers 
for local people in the commune. the 
Leaders of 4 community groups have 
grasped knowledge and have been able 
to spread the knowledge to other people 
in the commune.   

the establishment of 4 community 
group has attracted participation 
from many people of the same inter-
est, helping members in agricultural 
development. Group leaders are very 
active in group activities and have ba-
sic knowledge of management and 
maintenance of an efficient operation. 
Despite being strange to the method 
of interest groups, every member has 
made efforts and been passionate 
about group development. Groups 
hold regular monthly meetings to 
exchange, discuss and draw experi-
ence on things done well and not well. 
Group activities have helped people 
to be more united and join efforts for 
agricultural development in the com-
mune to raise the living standard and 
the community development. 

the formation and operation of 4 com-
munity groups has received positive 
response and high appreciation from 
authorities and people. however, out 
of 4 groups, only 2 (biogas and micro-
bio organic fertilizer group) have been 
provided with technical training, de-
velopment direction and a good base 
for development. therefore, training 
for the other two groups (clean tea 
and clean vegetable group) on techni-
cal issues and development direction 
is necessary. the project management 
board and groups should make more 
efforts to self mobilize and develop 
group activities. 

Moreover, voluntary movements on 
environmental protection are also ex-
citing activities bringing note-worthy 
social and environmental effects from 
the project. An environmental protec-
tion volunteering youth group com-
prising of 30 outstanding youngsters 

from all villages of the commune was 
established to develop the pioneering 
role of youth in environmental protec-
tion. this volunteering youth group 
has been equipped with uniforms and 
trained in Public relations skills and IEC 
skills. with these skills, members have 
deployed IEC work to every person of 
every village in the commune on good 
environmental conditions and produc-
tion. During village meetings, the vol-
unteering youth group has conducted 
IEC on environment cleaning for young 
participants. At the same time, every 
week, group units come to each vil-
lage, reminding people to clean the 
environment well, to report regularly 
to the project management board on 
environmental issues to resolve and 
typical examples to give them timely 
incentives. 

“Environment cleaning campaign” was 
launched for an objective of environ-
mental protection and sustainable de-
velopment movement. this is a large 
activity with full participation of 500 
people of Quang Chu commune and 
representatives of related organisa-
tions like gardeners associations, au-
thorities and mass organisations of 
various levels. Although Quang Chu 
commune has a long terrain and diffi-
cult transport conditions and some vil-
lages had started cultivating their crops 
all villages participated in the launch-
ing ceremony. After the ceremony, all 
participants together cleaned the pub-
lic places. the ceremony has created 
a new impetus for “Environment IEC” 
activities and a movement for a green, 
clean and beautiful environment, im-
proving markedly local people’s aware-
ness of environmental conditions 
maintenance. As a result, village roads 

Developing Community 
Groups and Promoting 
Environmental Protection 
Movements

By the Board of Project Management of Project SEF/02/06  
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and houses have been more clean and 
beautiful. this is a practical activity that 
had not been practised regularly in the 
past. It is hoped that from now on this 
activity will retain its momentum and 
continuity with positive and self-con-
scious response from local people. 

Large slogans and posters have been 
put up in visible positions for IEC on 
environmental protection and sus-
tainable agricultural development. 
3000 leaflets delivered to village peo-
ple have conveyed messages of the 
environment’s role, local pressing en-
vironmental issues and what to do to 
protect the environment and enhance 
life quality. 

the IEC radio broadcasting programs to 
mobilize and promote the community’s 
participation in environmental condi-
tions maintenance and sustainable 
agricultural development are made in 
coordination with the commune’s cul-
ture board. For about 15 minutes per 
program/week, articles written by en-
vironmental protection young volun-
teers as well as the commune’s other 
boards on “good example, good deed” 
in the environment-cleaning campaign 
will be broadcast in time to encourage 
the community. the radio broadcast-
ing programs have made substantial 
contribution to awareness change of 
the village communities on environ-
ment and environmental protection 
activities in life and production. 

“Enhancing awareness on environ-
ment and sustainable development” 
is the theme of the first training course 
for 182 people as representatives of 
commune’s households, which have 
disseminated knowledge on the en-
vironment, its significance to life and 
production, environmental pollution 
agents and solutions to overcome. 
Learners fully participated and enthu-
siastically discussed local environmen-
tal issues, experiences and solutions to 
protect the local traditional environ-
ment. the knowledge touched upon in 
the training courses consist of simple 
things in the everyday living environ-
ment but played down by the people 
they forget that it has tremendous im-
pacts on human health. After the train-
ing course, people pay more attention 
to the living environment, their drink-

ing water source, the air and everyday 
food to ensure a healthier life. 

Environmental protection and sustain-
able development, dissemination and 
application of simple technologies in 
Quang Chu community have been 
conducted in the form of both technol-
ogy transfer and pilot model building 
in the commune by the project. 

the transfer of household-scale micro-
bio organic fertilizer producing tech-
nology from agricultural wastes has 
been applied in rural areas and yielded 
high socio-economic and environmen-
tal efficiency. “Micro-bio organic fertil-
izer production” training has been wel-
comed and positively responded by 
local people as the production process 
is very simple and inexpensive and at 
the same time it can treat the agricul-
tural waste safely. there have been 32 
village participants in the commune 
and they have grasped knowledge on 
proper manure use in agricultural pro-
duction and technology of household-
scale micro-bio organic fertilizer pro-
duction from agricultural waste. In the 
past, people in Quang Chu never got 
access to micro-bio organic fertilizers in 
agricultural production under technol-
ogy transfer, they mainly used chemical 
fertilizers and partly home-made muck 
(quality not guaranteed). the project 
also supported the construction of 40 
micro-bio organic fertilizers in agricul-
tural production models under tech-
nology transfer to keep people “seeing 
is believing” and following the model. 
this technology has been highly ap-
preciated by the locality and is believed 
to be multiplied in the entire commune 
for environmental protection through 
extensive use of agricultural waste, the 
reduction of chemical fertilizers and 
the creation of a low-cost high-quality 
micro-bio organic fertilizer to increase 
local people’s income. 

“Improved VACVINA biogas cellar build-
ing technology” prioritizes the partici-
pation of 12 builders so that they can 
master basic biogas techniques for local 
model development. Local people ap-
preciate the strengths and applicability 
of this model in comparison with other 
models. this is a very suitable technol-
ogy for rural people as it protects the 
environment through safe treatment 

of waste from human beings and cat-
tle and generates fuel for life activities, 
thus reducing deforestation. techni-
cal staff have been skillfully trained to 
master theories on biogas technology, 
the ability to design and complete the 
construction of on improved VACVINA 
biogas cellar by themselves with the 
supporting programs of the project and 
simultaneously designing the construc-
tion for other households in need within 
Quang Chu and adjacent communes. 

During the training learners practised 
the production of the model. Biogas 
and micro-bio organic fertilizer produc-
tion has been shown both in teaching 
classes and practice, therefore learners 
understood more promptly and thor-
oughly these techniques. trainees can 
apply learnt knowledge into practice, 
thus having a quick grasp of unclear 
matters in teaching classes, and at the 
same time drawing points irrelevant to 
the local realities to seek ways to over-
come. 

Local people and authorities highly 
appreciate positive impacts brought 
about by the project. As Quang Chu is 
a difficult mountainous commune, peo-
ple just take care of their daily needs, 
environment has not been paid due 
attention, the community still follow 
traditional practice of treatment of life 
activities and agricultural wastes, pay-
ing not much attention to the environ-
ment. the environment project carried 
out by Community Development re-
search Centre and sponsored by Sida 
Environmental Fund in Quang Chu has 
effected great changes towards the lo-
cal environmental situation. through 
training courses and environmental 
protection activities run by the project, 
people are more aware of the role of 
their living environment, the necessity 
of environmental sanitation conditions 
towards the community, and their con-
sciousness in keeping the village clean 
and avoiding environmental pollution 
due to agricultural production has been 
raised. At the same time, the commu-
nity is also able to know about sustain-
able agricultural development. hence, 
local people are eager to participate 
in the project’s activities, making great 
contribution to its success.
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Vietnam is now undergoing dramatic changes in every aspects of life. Chang-
es happen daily in all corner of the country. the rapid economic development 
and stable growth in recent years have helped improve quality of life of the 
people and renovate the living conditions of rural areas. however, along with 
good signals from economic development, we are and will be facing many en-
vironmental issues and degradation of natural resources. In the long run, if we 
don’t have measures to control and overcome them, the consequences will 
certainly exert to reversed impacts and hinder the socio-economic develop-
ment, decrease the quality of life and pull back the sustainable development 
goals of the country.  

with around 73% of the population living in the countryside, increasing con-
sumption rate, and more intensive cultivation, we have been confronting 
many environmental issues such as pollution in handicraft villages, lack of 
clean water, pollution from sewage and domestic animal feces, the habit of 
keeping cattle below or next to the houses, and increasing wastes (particu-
larly solid wastes and plastic bags). 

over-use of chemicals in agricultural production and animal husbandry is 
posing a threat to consumers’ health and exerting negative impacts on the 
competitive capacity in the world market of exported agricultural products. It 
is difficult for us to reach a clean agriculture if we can not change the behav-
iours in use of pesticide and chemicals in farming production.   

Forest resources are still becom-
ing exhausted by over-exploita-
tion in many places. Although the 
afforestation area has increased, it 
is a great challenge to protect the 
remaining area of primary forests. 
In many mountainous areas, for-
ests are still being encroached for 
expanding the area of production 
land and extensive farming. we 
have been witnessed the conse-
quences of forest loss during recent 
years with increasing natural disas-
ters like sweeping floods, landslide, 
and drought.

the community’s awareness on 
protecting their own living envi-
ronment is still low in many places. 
Many people are not well aware of 
the consequences of their destruc-
tive actions towards the environ-
ment and the consequences they 
may suffer. however, in other cases, 
people are still willing to sacrifice 
the benefit of the environment to 
their immediate benefit despite of 
their well-informed awareness. 

As the environment is a common 
capital of the communities and so-
ciety, its improvement and protec-
tion need people’s participation 
and contribution. For mobilizing 
more and more people to partici-
pate, grassroots mass organisations 
play an important role. however, in 
reality, capacity of local organiza-
tions in many places is not yet ad-
equate to get local people and com-
munities involved. In addition, lack 
of resources and technical support 
also contribute to the silence or in-
activeness of environmental move-
ments in those places.

to help Vietnam reach its sustain-
able development future, it is vital to 
have responsible participation and 
contribution among people, busi-
nesses and organisations. there are 
still many more things to be done. 
through providing small grants and 
technical assistance to community 
projects, SEF is actively trying to 
continue making its contribution to 
the improvement and protection of 
Vietnam’s environment.

More to be done!
By Trinh Le Nguyen, AG Member
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Nearly 43,000 uS dollars. It is not 
either a large or small amount. It 
was just very useful in supporting 7 
projects in the Centre in 2006. that 
timely funding from SEF has consid-
erably changed the thinking, aware-
ness, and method in environmental 
protection and natural resources 
among the community. After one 
year in operation, these projects 
have placed new belief in the future 
of linking environment and sustain-
able development. 

Creating vitality along the 
river and the sea
Gia Do in the downstream of thach 
han (Quang tri) is a poor land. the 
said advantage of ‘water and river 
proximity’ is partly correct here. 
traveling conditions are difficult. It 
is purely agricultural with two crops 
of rice and cassava and maize. It 
seems food in Gia Do in general and 
in trieu Do commune in particular is 
an uneasy problem.  

In 2005, fishing project brought 
good signals to trieu Do. Growing 
vegetable is gradually imported. 
thus people’s living standard has 
been improved. Mr. tran Duc Nien, 
Vice Chairman of the commune 
People’s Committee who has taken 
me to visit the place for many times 
is concerned with many socio-eco-
nomic development plans. howev-
er, he is in high spirits and unceas-
ingly says that SEF sponsorship has 
helped the commune have a long vi-
sion. he argues that rice, vegetable, 
and fist can help lift trieu Do out of 
poverty, however, the target is very 
far away or easily missed without 
taking into account environmental 
factors. In order to have wealth and 
savings, there should be a reduction 
in pesticide, incurable diseases in 
life activities; and fish raising should 
be done in the correct process and 
planning to reduce disease carri-
ers and risk of bankruptcy. SEF has 
inspired the awareness as well as 
changed it for that positive direc-
tion. 

SEF positive impact in Gia Do is 
completely similar to that in Phu 
Mau commune at the downstream 
of huong river, or in hoi An at the 
end of thu Bon river, or in tho 
Quang (Da Nang) alongside Son tra 
sea, or in tam Dai commune (Quang 
Nam) close to Phu Ninh reservoir. It 
is easily seen that the water environ-
ment in the project area has deci-
sive influence over the community’s 
socio-economic and cultural devel-
opment. with SEF as an “additive”, a 
vegetable bundle or a paddy grain 
made by members of Phu Mau Co-
operative has more credibility in 
terms of food safety. training knowl-
edge has been spread out to every 
vegetable garden and paddy field. 
After having ravaged by Xangse 
storm, tho Quang has returned to 
young vitality and dynamism which 
characterizes “For the Blue Sea” 
group. Phu Ninh lake ecological 
tourism has become more attrac-
tive when “green tam Dai village” 
has clean roads, moving away 32 
dirty cages and sties along the only 
path. Especially thu Bon river which 
makes special cultural identities of 
hoi An has been clearer by means 
of “Great cleaning movement” ini-
tiated by project owner Dinh Van 
hai. this has set foundation for sus-
tainable coastal management and 
maintenance of annual river clean-
ing for the tourist strengths of hoi 
An town. 

SEF Projects in the Central: 
Diverse and Practical 
thinking and Methods

By Nguyen Huy Hien, AG Member
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Each place in the Centre has a range 
of environmental protection and 
natural resources activities in dif-
ferent ways sponsored by SEF. the 
common thing is to create a perva-
sive awareness, attitude, and behav-
iour on environmental protection 
and natural resources. old habits 
have been changed for a disciplined 
and civilized style. the project own-
er has his voice heard. People as 
beneficiaries have supported and 
agreed to follow.
 

Keeping the “green lung”
Natural and economic forests are 
strengths of Quang tri mountain-
ous area, thu thien and Quang 
Nam. they can be compared to “the 
green lung” for the eastern narrow 
river delta strip. they include Da-
krong Nature reserve (Quang tri). 
the Nature reserve is facing chal-
lenges of illegal hunting of wild 
animals and illegal logging. there-
fore, many projects have reached 
the place. with SEF, 9000 uS dollars 
have brought hope of a new way 
through a series of training courses 
to enhance people’s awareness in 4 
communes under the buffer zone, 
providing support for moving away 
animal facilities, and building a net-
work of IEC workers,... and especial-
ly the agreed strategy on protection 
and sustainable development after 
3 times of corrections and amend-
ments. 

As for Mau Phu village (huong Phu 
commune, Nam Dong, thua thien 
hue), nearly 100 households have 
regarded forest land as “land of 
gold”. 30 members of Agricultural 
and forest extention club have been 
better aware by means of Nature 
Care (NC) support and SEF funding. 
thus, forest land ownership, for-
est protection initiative, and plant 
change have turned 30 hectares 
of very remote forest into rattan 
growing area which can bring good 
economic efficiency. hence, after 
“white gold” rubber, ethnic people 
can place much hope in rattan as a 
tree to lift them out of poverty. 

‘People’s voice’ project area
It can be said that 5 out of 7 SEF 
projects in the Centre have identi-
fied new ways, that is, the conver-
gence of common voice from peole 
for an objective of environmental 
protection and natural resources. 
For only a short morning, the proj-
ect management board of Phu Mau 
cooperative (tt- hue) has become a 
‘bridge’ between people and local 
authority. People have expressed ur-
gent matters of pollution and made 
a series of recommendations on 
measures in thanh tien, tien Non,... 
Leaders have listened, explained 
and directed the settlement. the fi-
nal expectation has been met when 
150 people in that meeting hall 
were promised by the commune 
to bring these issues to higher level 
discussion and settlement.

 
A perspective from the dialogue in Phu 
Mau cooperative or people’s meeting to 
discuss village convention on environ-
mental protection in Gia Do, comments 
and contribution to build a strategy in 
Dakrong... and the coming workshops 
in tho Quang ward (Da Nang), Phu Mau 
village (Nam Dong – tt hue) shows more 
belief that pressing issues on the environ-
ment and natural resources protection 
put forth by local people will be heard, 
understood, and turned by all level au-
thorities into concrete action plan. Be-
cause, the environment today is no lon-
ger a past story. It is hot on agenda even 
outside the village or inside the minds of 
micro- and macro-development policy-
makers.

Challenges and value of SEF
the Centre does not enjoy favourable 
conditions for socio-economic develop-
ment as the North and the South do. Visi-
ble objective obstacles are severe climate 
and repeated natural calamities. Subjec-
tive obstacles are people’s intellectual 
level, level of human resources and a low 
starting point. All these have deprived the 
Centre of the investment attractiveness. 
Despite unceasing efforts and maybe 10 
years of accumulative internal strength, it 
is possible to suffer a dead loss due to a 
storm or a flood just overnight. that is a 
great challenge for every determination 
to protect the environment and natural 
resources. Vice versa, it is an opportunity 
to give birth to various initiative in pro-
tecting the environment and natural re-
sources.  

Besides SEF support, the Centre has been 
receiving a lot of funding sources to pro-
mote precious experiences and initiatives. 
Even in case of loss due to natural disas-
ters, those experiences and initiatives’s 
values remain untouched. therefore, the 
maintenance, duplication and timely ap-
plication of these experiences and initia-
tives represent a problem that needs at-
tention to solve.
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In recent years under food pres-
sure to feed the increasing popu-
lation and on account of export of 
agricultural, forestry, and seafood 
products, just many localities have 
attached importance to improving 
material zones for export. thus, un-
reasonable exploitation of natural 
resources for immediate benefits 
has exerted a great impacts on the 
environment. this has brought 
about consequences as the nature 
‘retaliates’ the human during the 
free exploitation of natural resourc-
es and leaves imprints of serious 
depletion of the environment that 
people have to suffer. 
Faced with the above reality, on 
3/12/2003, the Prime Minister issued 
Decision No. 256/2003/QD-ttg, ap-
proving National Strategy on Envi-
ronmental protection in 2010 and 
orientations by 2020, in which local 
community’s role in protecting the 
environment has been highlighted 
with an aim to making important 
contribution to local environmental 
protection, promoting the aware-
ness on environmental protection 
among the community.  

In the national history of develop-
ment, the communities of Vietnam-
ese ethnic groups have a long-last-
ing tradition of living in harmony 
with the nature, protecting the en-
vironment, both preserving the 
nature and exploting it sensibly. 
regarding forest protection and 
sustainable use of resources, the 
community has many experiences 
and creative methods including the 
regulation of village convention to 
protect the forest, to exploit the for-
est resources to go hand in hand 
with maintenance of bio-diversity 
for the current living generation 
and future generations. For exam-
ple, Mong people in Bat xat district, 
Dao people in Bao Yen district, Lao 
Cai province participated in the reg-
ulation of preservation of wild life; 
Ede people, Gia Lai, the highlands 
and Khmer people in An Giang, Soc 
trang province showed their role in 
forest management and protection. 

Besides, local communities are very 
flexible in exploting and using capi-
tal resources for environmental pro-
tection.  this is a practical measure 

which directly generates capital re-
sources and raises people’s aware-
ness. Some models include pub-
lic interest activities in collection, 
transporting, and treating waste. 
Capital resources are used by the 
community as capital turnover and 
partly support environmental pro-
tection activities. Capital turnover 
contributes to social justice and im-
proved solidarity in the community. 
SEF has also participated in fund-
ing hundreds of community-based 
projects, among which dozens of 
projects have applied effectively 
capital turnover. 

During the country’s development, 
environmental protection activities 
of the community take place every-
where as public awareness on the 
environment has been increasingly 
raised. Volunteering movement is 
also a grassroots community ac-
tivities. there are many widespread 
movements of large social organi-
sations and small movements in 
village, commune or ward, or even 
individual volunteers silently de-
vote themselves to environmental 
protection ranging from growing 
green trees, protecting biodiversity 
to campaigns to overcome conse-
quences of natural disasters.

In order to mobilize community 
participation, education and knowl-
edge enhancement on environ-
ment is very important. Education 
here embraces both school educa-
tion and society education. School 
education on the environment has 
been underway under the direc-
tion of the Government in its plan 
from now until 2010. Society edu-
cation on the environment is very 
diverse and is practised in many 
lively forms, including education 
organised by mass organisations, 
associations, community, and IEC 
activities on the mass media... with 
regard to making it, the building 
and finishing of a legal framework 
on bringing broad social participa-
tion in environmental protection is 
an urgent need. Local community 
will gradually play a key role in en-
vironmental protection.

role of Local Communities 
in Environmental Protection

By Ly Hoa Khuong, AG Member
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An annual award from the Stock-
holm water Foundation is given 
to scientists working to protect 
international water resources. 
Since 1994, there have been prizes 
awarded to students in secondary 
schools, but only Swedish students 
could apply. however, since 1997 
the prize has been opened up to 
the participation of students from 
around the world. 

In 2003, a contest was organized in 
Vietnam called “Improving the use 
and protection of water resources 
for the students of secondary and 
vocational schools” was funded 
by Sida through SEF. It was a great 
honor for the Science and Life 
Newspaper to be responsible for 
hosting such a contest. the Ministry 
of Education and training (MoEt), 
the Ministry of Natural resources 
and Environment (MoNrE), and the 
Vietnam Association for Conserva-
tion of Nature and Environment 
(VACNE) were members of the orga-
nizing committee. 

with the participation of MoEt and 
MoNrE as members of the central 
organizing committee, the contest 
was introduced in upper secondary 
and vocational schools around the 
country, through provincial Educa-
tion and training and National re-
sources and Environment depart-
ments.

In the first contest, there were 183 
student participants from twenty 
five provinces and cities. After the 
primary examination, thirty four 
projects were selected for the final 
examination. trieu tien Chuan, from 
the Grade 11 tN3 class at Nguyen 
hue Lower Secondary School in ha 
tay province wrote about the pond 
in his home town and recommend-

ed the use of weed plants to clean 
the pond and promote a healthy 
ecosystem, as well as to propose 
other comprehensive solutions. 
through this project, Chuan won 
first national prize and was select-
ed for the international contest in 
Stockholm, where twenty six repre-
sentatives from other countries also 
participated.

Since the second contest in 2003-
2004, the quality of projects has 
dramatically improved. the orga-
nizing committee and examiners 
board selected the ten best projects 
out of 1,993 entrants. the writers 
and instructors were invited to ha 
Noi to present their projects. Nguy-
en thi thu trang from the Grade 10 
advanced biology class at the hanoi 
- Amsterdam secondary school won 
first national prize with the project 
titled, “using clay and paper fiber 
to treat waste water in the Bay Mau 
Lake of the Lenin Park, ha Noi.” It was 
a great honor for her to present her 
project to Vietnamese students, and 
to participate in the international 
contest in Stockholm, Sweden. Af-
ter coming back from Stockholm, 
Nguyen thi thu trang continued to 

perfect her project for a contest of 
scientific research held in taiwan, 
and again she won first prize.    

According to the evaluation of the 
Examiners Board, the quality of proj-
ects in the third Stockholm contest 
in 2005-2006 has been significantly 
improved with a total of 855 projects. 
Due to the quality of the projects, 
the organizing committee agreed 
to increase the number of projects 
to be chosen for the final examina-
tion to twenty five projects. Nguyen 
tuyet trinh, Nguyen Dang thinh, 
and Nguyen Dang Phuc Long, Class 
12 B2, Biology high school at hanoi 
National Science university submit-
ted their project, “using filtration, 
biological and chemical processes 
in water treatment for households 
in the rural area”  won first national 
prize. their project helped to im-
prove the quality of water for fami-
lies in Vietnam.  

the Science and Life Newspaper and 
the Center for Community Aware-
ness (Department on Environmen-
tal Protection, MoNrE) launched 
the contest and mobilized students 
to participate in the contest in many 

A review of Four Contests on Improving 
the use and Protection of water resources

By Nguyen Nhu Mai, Science and Life Newspaper
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localities. After field trips to various 
localities, the schools were encour-
aged to get more students involved 
in the contest. the organizing com-
mittee received 1,221 projects from 
students in twenty two provinces 
and cities. the quality of the projects 
was still better than the previous 
ones, especially the team projects. 
this caused difficulties for the orga-
nizing committee in choosing the 
best projects. the Examiners Board 
selected the nine best projects, and 
they were invited to ha Noi for in-
terviews in order to identify the win-
ners. tran trung hoang, Phan Phuoc 
Duy, and Vo Phi thoan from the An 
Lac thon upper secondary school in 
Soc trang province, submitted the 
project, “using local natural materi-
als to clean oil spills on rivers in the 
Mekong delta.” they were selected 
to present their project to Vietnam-
ese students and to participate in 
the annual contest in Sweden.

the contest, “Improving the use 
and protection of water resources,” 
has become an annual event draw-
ing more and more attention from 
students. At the same time, it has 
contributed to a movement of sci-
entific study in Vietnamese schools. 
the contest has been going for four 
years and has achieved good re-
sults. 

this is a new and difficult kind of 
contest for students. Many contests 
for students focus on knowledge 
and comprehension, while this con-
test requires creativity and problem 
solving related to social and scien-

tific issues. It is difficult because stu-
dents must spend much time study-
ing and conducting experiments.

however, through past contests, 
students have become familiar with 
the requirements of such a compe-
tition and participation improves 
from year to year. Advantages and 
disadvantages are noted in order to 
improve future contests. 

Preparation for each contest is com-
plicated and difficult as this is an 
international contest. the guide-
lines for the contest must be clearly 
identified and translated for the stu-
dents who wish to participate. the 
organizing committee should in-
clude representatives from different 
agencies to help with these tasks. 

the Science and Life Newspaper and 
the Vietnam Association for Conser-
vation of Nature and Environment 
(VACNE) were active in mobilizing 
students’ and in monitoring the 
Examination Board. the two orga-
nizations have had the chance to 
disseminate the contest results and 
to invite consultants and experts 
to appraise the projects. the both 
groups have organized field trips to 
local schools in order to launch the 
contest, and to suggest how stu-
dents can participate. In addition, 
the Science and Life Newspaper 
and VACNE mobilized the local Sci-
ence, technology Associations and 
members of VACNE to consult with 
students who had applied for the 
contest in ha tinh, tay Nguyen and 
Soc trang provinces. In the localities 
where such activities were carried 
out, the participation of students 
was very high and the quality of the 
projects was quite good. Evaluating 
and marking the projects was done 
carefully and as objectively as pos-
sible.   

the subject of the contest was wa-
ter resources which is under the 
management of MoNrE. Increasing 
understanding and awareness of 
the protection of water resources, 
especially among younger genera-
tions is of great concern to MoNrE. 
So, it is needed an investment activ-
ity to foster deeper involvement of 

functional departments of MoNrE 
at the grassroots level. As a result, 
MoNrE has assigned the Center for 
Community Awareness raising to 
be directly involved in the organiza-
tion of the contest. the purpose of 
this contest is not only to raise the 
awareness of the younger genera-
tions, but also to inspire good sci-
entific research and to discover out-
standing students to be trained in 
this field. In the long term, MoNrE 
should consider incorporating the 
contest into its annual activities. 

the target of the contest is students 
in secondary schools under the 
management of MotE. According 
to the regulations of the contest 
projects must be initiated by stu-
dents themselves, although guid-
ance from their teachers or experts 
is needed. results of recent contests 
show that schools who promote 
participation have a high number of 
students involved in the contest as 
well as an increase in the quality of 
their projects. Examples of this are 
Chu Van An, Nguyen hue, and An 
Lac thon schools in thai Nguyen, 
hue, and Soc trang respectively 
who have won prizes nearly every 
year. when meeting with schools, 
we saw that many leaders of schools 
did not pay much attention to the 
contest because they consider the 
primary duty of their students to 
be learning. In addition, there many 
contests and they did not receive 
any direction from the provincial 
Department on Education and train-
ing related to this particular contest. 
therefore, it is requested that MoEt 
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disseminate information related to 
the contest to schools nationwide. 
From my point of view, MoEt should 
reward all students who participate 
in the contest in addition to the ex-
ceptional students who go on to the 
international competition.

In comparison with other contests 
it has not been organized on a large 
scale, but quality of projects is most 
important in order to be selected for 
the international contest. the orga-
nizing committee of the contest has 
set up two goals. First, it is expected 
that there will be a high number if 
students in the contest that will con-
tribute to raising the awareness of 
their communities, and in particular 
the younger generations about the 
important issue of water resources. 
therefore, the organizing commit-
tee will provided a collective prize 
for schools with a large number of 
students participating, even if their 
projects did not win any awards.           

on the other hand, in order to par-
ticipate in the international contest 
it is necessary to choose the highest 
quality projects. through out the 
past four contests, the criteria have 
been known as, “choosing the best 
in the sheaf of chopsticks,” in order to 
select the best projects the contest 
held in Sweden. Vietnamese projects 
submitted at the contest in Sweden 
were praised by the International Ex-
aminers Board, however it was clear 
that the competition for first prize 
was stiff. From my point of view, the 
evaluation of the Examiner’s Board 
was exactly correct. the quality of 

projects has increased each year, but 
it is still difficult to find outstanding 
projects. the disadvantages of the 
projects were the weakness of our 
students. or in other words, the 
weakness of the Vietnamese educa-
tion system. Vietnamese students 
are in no way inferior to students 
from the other countries, but they 
are faced with a lack of opportunity 
to practice and promote creativ-
ity or dynamism in the classroom. 
Besides this, we observed that the 
projects of our international friends 
were a large time investment and 
approached methodically. At the 
same time, the projects of our stu-
dents were usually prepared hast-
ily. As a result, many projects were 
limited to ideologies or theories 
and did not provide practical or sci-
entifically proven solutions. the vice 
versa was also present. there were 

also projects that 
provided specific 
solutions but had 
not carried out 
and applied them 
in order to test the 
c o n s e q u e n c e s . 
From my point of 
view, some of last 
year projects had 
good ideas but 
did not win the 
highest prizes. 
If these projects 

could be continuously carried out, 
they could be entered again the 
next year.

water is a diverse natural resource 
with its own characteristics. Stu-
dents suggested many interesting 
subjects and solutions. Students in 
hanoi and ho Chi Minh City feel re-
stricted on the subject rather than 
students in other localities. this 
should be noted in order to mobi-
lize students in both rural and urban 
areas. At the same time, it is neces-
sary to orient students to technical 
and technological solutions rather 
than issues related general aware-
ness. If so, it is likely that Vietnamese 
students could win the top interna-
tional prizes. 

Four years have passed since we 
faced embarrassment at the first 
competition, but now we can catch 
up to the standards of the inter-
national contest. this contest has 
great significance for the future, and 
should be continued on an even 
larger scale. In the beginning, the 
contest was supported by Sida, but 
that was just the start. From now on, 
the competition, and especially the 
achievements of the students, will 
go faster and farther. this competi-
tion provides the needed to fuel to 
propel future generations of scien-
tific study. 

rEFLECtIoN
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30 km away from Kuala Lumpur capital of Malaysia, in the beautiful city of Putrajaya, from 26 to 30 August 2006, tunza 
International Children’s Conference organised by uN Environmental Programme (uNEP) was held. Invitees to the Con-
ference are morethan 250 childen aged between 10 and 14 throughout the world who love the nature and have special 
achievements and contribution to environmental protection. It was my luck and pleasure to be invited by the uNEP to 
the Conference as an official and only delegate from Vietnam and I was more than happy to know that this was the first 
time that Vietnam had a delegate to the Conference. 

here, I and other ’Environment Ambassadors in young age’ had participated in various useful and interesting activi-
ties on different environmental subjects. Four official working days had 4 names on different subjects like Forest Day, 
Conservation Day, recycle Day,... with a number of talk delivered by well-known professors interposed with project 
presentations of the children as well as group discussions, excursions in accordance with the subject of each day. After 
each working day, we gathered in groups to summerize and share with group members on things learned from activi-
ties during the day. I am highly interested in one activity, that is, to join the Ecological Journalist Group alongside heidi 
from Norway. under her guidance, we had written some articles and small reports illustrated by pictures on activities 
during the day for daily bulletins during the time of the Conference. I had learned a lot from my friends in how to pres-
ent confidently projects on the forum, how to approach information, to search for support to carry out environmental 
protection projects…

During the Conference, along with thousands of children in Kuala Lumpu, we had a great honour to receive her Maj-
esty the Queen of Malaysia at the solemn and impressive opening ceremony at Putrajaya International Convention 
Centre. Afterwards, we had come to know friends from Malaysia, express our ideas and exchange experiences when we 
toghether participate in many seminars on the environment held in the International Convention Centre. At the plant-
growing ceremony in Putrajaya wetland, each of us had devoted a small meaningful gift, that is, the green sapling full 
of vitality grown by ourselves to Putrajaya city. According to the schedule, we had participated in many other useful 
activities like a visit to the swamp museum, botanic garden, the famouse twin towers…

on the last day which no one would like finally came. the farewell-bidding session was very moving with mixed feel-
ings and tear drops. how fast five days had passed, it was such a wonderful time for every child like me participating 
in the Conference. the Conference had ended, but the knowledge, experiences and friendship that we had during the 
Conference will go on forever. we pledged to grow more green trees, continue to support each other in environmental 
protection activities, and join efforts in mobilizing people worldwide to act for a green earth.

uNEP tunza International Children’s 
Conference for the Environment 

By Ta Cam Van (Student of Class 6A, Hanoi-Amsterdam Middle School)
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when an ecological area has been 
brought into tourism, there will be in-
teractions towards the local commu-
nity. this issue should be within the 
knowledge of planners and resolved 
to the best. As for diverse activities of 
tourism, the local community is a sub-
stantial human resources. Naturally, 
local tour guides should be trained 
and they will win visitors’ confidence 
owing to their local knowledge and 
they are considered as a subject of 
interest from visitors. other activities 
like restaurant, accommodation, sou-
venirs… also attract substantial hu-
man resources from local community. 
these are their employment oppor-
tunities, helping them improve the 
economic structure and stabilize life. 
they will be the key force directly par-
ticipating in protecting the environ-
ment and ecological resources. this 
has brought into play, households 
have participated in supplying servic-
es at visiting sites and they contribute 
to the good cleaning of the surround-
ings.

In thailand, community’s role is highly 
regarded in researching and prepar-
ing ecological tourist area planning 
and in reality, they have contributed 
many precious initiatives. In each eco-
logical area, the relationship between 
the community and natural resources 
has been established for a long time. 
Local people have been using natural 
resources as a livelihood. More than 
anyone else, they have gained knowl-
edge from practical experiences, thus 
they can contribute to the planning, 
participate in the making of strategic 
development policies for local eco-
logical tourist development. 

In order that the community well 
develops its participating role, other 
stakeholders like the Government, 
tourism administration, local authori-

ties, the agency in charge, and the 
ecological tourist company shall 
have to resolve obstacles in the 
community’s participation. First of 
all, there should be a macro incen-
tive policy to the local people’s life. 
It can be a tax break or a privileged 
economic form. Local authorities’ 
responsibility to the community is 
as much important as the aware-
ness and local intellectual standard 
go, thus there should be a proper 
organising method to develop 
people’s strengths and encourage 
the community to effectively par-
ticipate in tourism. At the moment, 
in some localities in the South, local 
authorities has taken the issue seri-
ously, arranged their work properly 
to generate an income balance. Pre-
serving people’s heritages should 
necessarily require State budget 
support or local tourist companies, 
and they should be advised on pres-
ervation solutions. there should be 
a good plan to deal with industry 
shift in demand as ecological tour-
ist development can not ignore the 
financial support. the State also has 
to formulate education programs 
on enhancing awareness so that 
people well understand their local 

cultural identities as their precious 
natural resources, providing them 
with information on regular basis, 
giving them timely supplement on 
skills in tourism and preservation.

In order to encourage local commu-
nity to participate in investment for 
tourism and preservation, the State 
and authorities of tourism units need 
to make initial investment in infra-
structure, typical structures enclosed 
with directions and guidance.

Another important issue is that in 
reality there is a basic conflict be-
tween the community and tourism 
and natural reserve administration 
in benefit sharing. It is impossible 
to require active participation from 
local community in tourist activities, 
particularly in preservation without 
sharing satisfactory benefits from 
tourism with them. this can not be 
handled in an arbitrary way, and 
there should be a clear mecha-
nism to have an agency monitoring 
agreed commitments. 

Let’s study about an ecological-
cultural tourist route in the high-
lands in Don village. Going along 
National road 14 to visit grandiose 
Draysap waterfall, coming to Don 
village, staying in the long house 
with Mnong people’s typical archi-
tecture. tourists can visit the grave 
of elephant king, passing through 
the famous 240 m long suspension 
bridge made of bamboo and rattan 
across Serepok river with a force 
resistance from a 100 year old tree. 
In the evening, there are camp-fire 
activities, ethnic people’s stories on 
marriage life, customs and practices 
of Mnong people. here, visitors can 
enjoy wine drunk out of jar through 
pipes and roasted meat. Leaving 
Don village for Buon Me thuot to 
visit the museum of ethnology. then 
departing for Nha trang to continue 
the journey. 
therefore, local community’s role 
in ecological tourism is of critical 
importance and should be held in 
high regards. Failure or success of 
an ecological tourist program can 
not dispense with this important 
element.

rEFLECtIoN
Eco-tourism and local 
communities

By Nguyen Trung Dung, 
Environmental Club of Ho Chi Minh City



tam Dao National Park was estab-
lished in 1986 with area of 19,000 
hectares and  has been proposed for 
an expansion of up to 36,838 hect-
ares. tam Dao National Park has a buf-
fer zone of 1000 hectares which has 
both high potential of tourism and 
high threats of illegal hunting and 
logging.

Like many other Vietnam’s National 
Park, tam Dao National Park is also 
confronting a lot of difficulties from 
the buffer zone. these are the rapid 
increase in population, shortage of 
agricultural land for cultivation, and 
people’s life in the buffer zone highly 
depends on animal hunting in the 
forest, logging, bammboo sprout 
and wood-cutting, and widespread 
deforestation; the serious destruc-
tion of upstream forest has led to 
the increased area of forest chopped 
down and bare hills. that is also be-
cause awareness on preservation and 
protection of the environment in the 
buffer zone of the National Park is still 
very low.

In tam Dao district, women are a very 
important group, accounting for a 
quite large proportion of the district 
population. this is a force playing a 
critical role in ecological and envi-
ronmental protection in the district. 
with an aim to preserving and de-
veloping in a sustainable way the 
ecological environment in the buffer 
zone and tam Dao National Park, de-
veloping results from SEF project in 
1999 within 3 villages of ho Son com-
mune, activities should be kept with 
momentum and developed to a new 
height on a permanent and sustain-
able scale. tam Dao district’s women 
Association has proposed and been 

sponsored for the project ‘Multipli-
cation of the model on environmen-
tal protection awareness enhance-
ment and improvement of women’s 
living standard in buffer zone com-
munes of Tam Dao National Park’ 
- SEF/10/2005.

After one year in operation, the proj-
ect has deployed many efficient ac-
tivities like training and document 
provision on environmental protec-
tion for nearly 200 representatives of 
mass organi-
sations and 
500 ethnic 
women in 
villages of 
such com-
munes as 
Minh Quang, 
hop Chau, 
ho Son, 
tam Quan 
a l o n g s i d e 
the forest. 
the training 
contents and documents introduce 
values and importance of forest to 
each individual and family, reasons 
and realities of the environment in 
the buffer zone of tam Dao National 
Park, community’s role in environ-
mental protection, realities and solu-
tions for developing the ecological 
system model of Garden-Pond-Sty 
(VAC model). to link it to the reality, 
women had been taken to visit a prac-
tical model for drawing experiences 
for developing the model of growing 
chayote to raise the income and bring 
about high economic efficiency, par-
ticipating in regular cleaning of the 
village roads and alleys, and collect-
ing garbage. In addition, the project 
has supported the establishment and 

organised the opening ceremony for 11 
cultural, performance, and environmen-
tal clubs. Each club has 40-70 members 
who have become passionate IEC work-
ers on environmental protection for 
every people. Joining the activites of 
clubs, women have an opportunity of 
cultural exchange, drama performance, 
wall-newspaper writing, exchange of 
experiences on production and life in 
close association with the ecological en-
vironment. In particular, the project has 
provided technical training for building 

and installing the 
improved furnace 
cooker and capital 
support for building 
300 wood-saving 
cooker for women 
which has received 
women’s strong 
support. the mobi-
lization of people 
to build non-smoke 
and energy-saving 
cookers has helped 
limit people’s log-

ging in the forest. 

Noteworthy environmental protection 
activities has created a network of envi-
ronment-loving women to make contri-
bution to controlling forest destructive 
behaviours for fields or firewood, dis-
orderly discharge of wastes, hunting of 
wildlife, beehive burning, and carrying 
of inflammable materials in the forest. 
however, for a better environmental 
protection, it is to raise the living stan-
dard of local people so that they will 
less depend on the forest resources. the 
protected environment and natural re-
sources will generate many opportuni-
ties for robust development of tourist 
services, contributing to local economic 
development.

Expanding and developing 
environmental awareness activities for 
ethnic women in buffer zone 
communes of tam Dao National Park

By Bui Thi  Thanh Thuy, AG Member
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In the process of resolving rural environmental issues, many local communi-
ties have initiatives based on knowledge on local climate and terrain condi-
tions, and traditional experiences and knowledge. Most of these initiatives 
can mobilize active participation from the community. Between December 
2002 and December 2003, Sida Environmental Fund supported a project on 
enhancing awareness on environmental protection for people in thanh Loi 
hamlet, tan Phu thanh commune, Chau thanh A district, hau Giang province 
in a hope that concrete results will lead to sustainable development, which 
is not only based on regulations and laws but also relies mainly on voluntary 
basis, awareness and participation from the people. these are inexhaustible, 
important and sustainable resources.

thanh Loi hamlet is among the poorest ones of tan Phu thanh commune, 
Chau thanh A district, hau Giang province. In terms of econnomic life, more 
than 80% of the population live on agricultural production (mainly rice culti-
vation), 13% are breeding households, and the rest live on services and handi-
craft. the hamlet is a remote rural area where people’s intellectual standard is 
low, awareness on environmental issues is poor. Major source of living water 
is Ba Lang river, however, the quality of water from Ba Lang river surface have 
been degraded due to pollution from factories processing aquatic food, ani-
mal feeds, agricultural production and animal husbandry activities, garbage,... 
In the past, the number of households having a hygienic toilet is 25 (account-
ing for 6.88%); number of households using clean water: 52 (14.32%); number 
of households using biogas bag: 5 (13.9%) (data in 2002). 

Since the project’s operation, local 
people’s awareness have changed 
gradually. the change has been in-
dicated from awareness to concrete 
actions: participation in training 
course, building village convention 
and voluntary practice; receiving 
IEC through diverse forms like leaf-
lets to every family, posters put up 
in public places, photo gallery, news 
broadcasting loudspeakers in the 
village.... By so doing, people under-
stand harmful effects of unhygienic 
life or environmental destructive ac-
tions, the need of using well-cooked 
food and boiled water, keeping the 
inner house clean, abstaining from 
discharging wastes to the river... 
Some women have done accord-
ing to what they have learned, 
spending money building a toilet 
and bathroom that earlier they did 
not want to do in fear of high costs 
without foreseen benefits. In the 
past, women used to bath in the 
river. however, since their participa-
tion in training courses and imple-
menting a model of water well and 
toilet combined with bathroom, 
they no longer bath in the river and  
gynaecological diseases have been 
reduced markedly. hamlet people 
have known about bad effects of 
environmental pollution in the 
commune. A typical example is the 
problem caused by pollution from 
industrial manufacturing factories 
in the commune. People have been 
discontented and expressed them-
selves although these factories do 
create employment for people in 
the commune. A typical change in 
hygienic lifestyle in the hamlet can 
be seen in Van My tu pagoda. the 
pagoda have destroyed an unhy-
gienic toilet on the pond, building 
4 hygienic toilets and 4 spacious 
bathrooms next to the side of the 
pagoda, cleared wild plants and 
weeds and beautified the landscape 
before the pagoda yard and mobi-
lized believers to follow.   
 
Besides, the green volunteering 
group with 20 members of the 
hamlet was established and have 
been operating effectively, being a 
core force and catalyst in mobiliz-
ing and carrying out activities that 
have people’s positive response and 
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participation like clearing ditches 
and irrigational canals, clearing wild 
plants and weeds for 7000 m long 
to facilitate smooth travel by motor-
ized junks and boats by 300 work-
ing days and 5 million dongs; rural 
roads have been upgraded for 4 
km long, building black sand barrel 
with a total cost of 50 million dongs 
and 200 working days; building 2 
new concretized bridges with a to-
tal cost of 15 million dong contrib-
uted by local people. 

Not only conducting IEC for people 
to change behaviours and aware-
ness on environmental protection, 
models with support for building 
toilets, drilling water wells, grow-
ing fruit trees are openly and fairly 
choosen on who does first and does 
later, who needs support in capital 
turnover. For example, as rach Soi 
area badly needs water, it will be 
given priority over other areas and 
was supported with 10 water wells, 
each costs 1,800,000 dongs with 
ensured good quality according to 
set standard. Local people suppport 
the selection on the basis of diffi-
cult conditions of households. the 
project has also built 10 toilets of 
which each costs 800,000 dongs for 
each household under the model of 
health Department. the project also 
provided non-refundable assistance 
of 60% to grow 1000 high quality 
fruit trees worth 8,500,000 dongs.  

ral roads. the model of toilet com-
bined with water well is the most 
suitable for their pressing needs. 
Plant growing model has yielded 
good results, generating income 
for growers. households commit-
ted to capital return in one year. 
the capital is managed by the 
hamlet farmers association and 
monitored by local people. the 
scenery is clean, the countryside’s 
face has changed, the roads have 
been better, new bridges facili-
tate easy travel for farmers in both 
dry and rainy seasons. wild plants 
and weeds have been clearted, 
wastes have been cleaned up, 
buried or burned. the village re-
lations have been strengthened, 
people live in harmony and have 
more responsibility.

thanks to the project, the ham-
let authority has mobilized local 
people to demolish unhygienic 
toilets on canals and before the 
house, improving environmental 
and sanitation conditions in the 
hamlet. Can tho province’s urban 
works company has contacted 
and coordinated with the project 
owner to mobilize people along-
side the national road in market 
places, factories, and offices to put 
up dust bins, rubbish baskets so 
that everyday  a vehicle will come 
to collect to one concentration 
place and this has been strongly 
supported by local people. 

the project in thanh Loi hamlet 
is among 35 projects on rural en-
vironmental protection based on 
awareness enhancement under 
participatory approach that is 
supported by Sida Environmental 
Fund and have been implement-
ed in Mekong river delta area 
for the past 9 years. operation of 
projects sponsored by the Fund 
have targeted the right subjects 
in the remote areas, to inspire 
people’s awareness, managing to 
build concrete models directed 
at the objective of environmental 
protection, especially sustainable 
agricultural rural development in 
Mekong river delta area.

As the project has social character-
istics, initially the project manage-
ment board were confused about 
how to implement, and had to learn 
by practising. however, thanks to 
transparency and democracy, and 
information to local authorities, 
mass organisations, and religious 
dignities ( in the hamlet, there is 
Cao Dai temple and pagoda) and all 
people in the hamlet are well aware. 
As every hamlet has participating 
representatives, people actively 
and crowdedly participate and 
change their lifestyle for the better. 
however, the project can not meet 
all aspirations to build models from 
local people, but has to mobilize 
people’s contribution. For example, 
each SEF toilet is supported with 
800,000 dongs and people have to 
make more contribution to build 
bathroom combined and the upper 
structures over the toilet.

SEF project is the beginning for a 
new life in the hamlet. Although the 
project’s operation was only one 
year, contents on environmental is-
sues are still incorporated into life 
activities of people and mass organ-
isations in the hamlet after three 
years have passed. the green vol-
unteering group is very enthusiatic 
and always maintains activities to 
mobilize hamlet people to disman-
tle unhygienic toilets on the canal 
or before the houe and to build ru-
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Introduction
recently, an environmental issue 
has knocked at every family’s door, 
every community group, the whole 
society and it become an urgent is-
sue. Because of this reason all con-
cerning people pay special atten-
tion to this issue. however, it can 
be said that there is still a big gap 
between such an attention which 
reflected in thinking, opinion ex-
change, in workshops, conferences, 
in documents of governments at all 
levels and the investment of mate-
rial and human resources in order 
to solve this issue in the reality. this 
difference leads to a consequence 
before one’s eyes: habitat of all 
people’s communities degrades 
more and more. 

The Solutions
A question which is often given is 
in order to solve this problem what 
should we do? 

 wait for an investment through 
programs, projects of the state? 

 wait for donations/grants of in-
ternational environment orga-
nizations? 

 wait for any miracle to happen???

there are reasons behind such 
hopes, waits. Maybe because of 
severely difficult lives of the major-
ity of people do not allow them to 
realize their hope. Maybe because 
the issue is beyond the capacity to 
solve the problem of a community 
group, a locality or even a nation. 

And for a long time in our thought 
of subsidized economy there have 
always been a psychology to wait 
for someone to give a hand to help 
solve a problem that have direct 
impacts on our lives day by day?

however, if we just wait, will the 
problem we are facing be solved by 
itself? whereas its consequences 
being life degradation which no-
body else but we, our families, our 
children have to burden are very 
tough. 

remember an infamous saying of 
General Party Secretary Nguyen 
Van Linh “save ourselves before 
God save us”. Action by efforts of 
ourselves, our families and com-
munity. Because the only efforts 
of ourselves, our families and com-
munity can solve this problem in 
the short term and in a certain level 
and such the efforts shall contrib-
ute great to the entire society.

Mass organizations in the 
context of environment 
protection
we all know that: addressing en-
vironmental issue can hardly be 
done by single individual effort but 
it is necessary to pool the strength 
of the entire community. how-
ever, there is an objective reality: 
for a long time we are constraint, 
subsidized even in our thinking 
and action (this subsidy is derived 
from a period of subsidy economy 
comprehensively). Almost social 
activities of the community are 
mainly initiated by those social or-
ganizations and unions and each 
individual implement in passive 
manner, although those activities 
are in close relation with their lives 
in the community. It is to allow us 
to affirm that: the role of social or-
ganizations and unions in solving 
social issues is significant, even de-
cisive. From the common practical 
situation, it is necessary to assess, 
analyze the role of such an organi-
zation or union in solving environ-
ment issues.

rEFLECtIoN
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Positive Impacts
First: once those organizations pay 
their special attention, have strong 
leadership and close instruction, 
initiate operational methods and 
contents practically, encourage 
and motivate timely their mem-
bers the efficiency and effective-
ness of solving the environment 
issue shall be huge. this has been 
affirmed through practical situa-
tion of many localities. through SEF 
activities over the past many typi-
cal cases undertaken by the mass 
organizations obtained remark-
able achievements in environmen-
tal problem solving. For example, 
a project in Son Kim Commune, 
huong Son district, ha tinh prov-
ince – implemented by the women 
union and spilt over to the Farm-
ers’ union, teenagers’ union and 
other unions. Even some unions by 
self-consciousness gathered their 
members to participate actively in 
solving this issue. By efforts of the 
unions and local governments the 
environment protection becomes 
their self-consciousness. It is not 
necessary to have investment of 
higher level. Another example is in 
Nghi Lien commune, Nghi Loc Dis-
trict, Nghe An province, the wom-
en union initiated the movement 
and its sub branch at village level 
and other associations responds 
the movement positively. this 

movement now becomes self-dis-
ciplinary. People are self aware of 
specific activities, contribute their 
assets to invest in construction of 
common welfare work for environ-
ment protection. the people’s con-
sciousness of environment protec-
tion improved remarkably. 

Secondly: Environment protection 
cannot be done in one shut, month 
of action should be conducted re-
peatedly and frequently. Because 
of this reason, it is necessary to co-
operate and collaborate compre-
hensively from all organization’s 
members and the most important 
thing is the efforts of the executive 
manager. the biggest difficulty is 
not only in giving an idea but also to 
maintain the activities permanent-
ly.  From actions initially in a move-
ment to create self awareness. In 
order to achieve this requirement, 
the leader and core members of 
the union should be patient, pas-
sion and in many cases know how 
to die their individual benefit for 
the common goal. Because we can 
see clearly the negative impacts of 
pollutions, but due to difficult eco-
nomic life many people will chose 
economic benefit for themselves. 
Not only that, in our psychology 
and habit and awareness environ-
ment is not highly aware and put in 
a proper position. 

Thirdly: Socio-political organiza-
tions are present at all localities and 
systematically from central to local 
level therefore if they have proper 
encouragement and motivation 
people to have idea, and acting to 
protect the environment

Limitations
Firstly: Awareness of this issue 
does not meet our wishes.

Secondly: As the system was influ-
enced by many levels and individu-
als, red tape is an issue. 

Thirdly:  resources invested in as-
sociations solving environmental 
issues is basically zero. 
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Some thoughts on envi-
ronmental protection in 
the upcoming period
After a long time supporting the 
community in solving environ-
mental issues, SEF has oriented 
their priorities on community ini-
tiatives that emphasize on build-
ing volunteer communities that 
join together to protect the envi-
ronment on their own areas. we 
can call this the very first steps to 
promote the development of civil 
society organizations. the support 
to volunteer groups is to help over-
coming shortcomings when it was 
entrusted on earlier socio-political 
organizations. however, the activi-
ties of these groups still meet with 
difficulties. Specifically: 

First: Some local areas are not fa-
miliar with the new organization 
method and therefore have ad-
ministrative intervention in the ac-
tivities of the group. Because of the 
deep interventions, the group lost 
its autonomy and gradually com-
mits the shortcomings like those 
that were ahead of them. 

Secondly: these groups still have 
to gain support and guidance from 
organizations, from the grass root 
authority and therefore, their ideas 
were “distorted” and easily follow 
the route of being “association”. 

Thirdly: the capacity of the group 
leaders are often limited, being too 
familiar with the old ways of con-

ducting work while to find the real 
expert to help them plan and orga-
nize and actual directing in a pro-
fessional manner is not easy. this 
is non-existent in many local areas 
because if they use experienced 
staff, they would certainly use their 
old experiences and re-organize 
their association to become “fully 
dependent” on some certain socio-
political organizations. 

Fourthly: Groups are very con-
fused in seeking the content of 
their tasks because if it is based on 
only the environmental content, it 
would be very poor in their group 
activities and do not create excite-
ment. If other contents are intro-
duced, they may be overlapping 
with those existing associations in 
the area. 

through analyses of the strengths 
and weaknesses of the socio-po-
litical organizations, through the 
piloting process to support com-

munity group with their difficulties 
and problems as above, and espe-
cially through the experiences and 
initial outcomes of some projects in 
the North Central region, we would 
like to make a few proposals: 

First: It is necessary to inherit from 
some socio-political group. Inheri-
tance character is shown in the 
use of the leader, members and 
method of operation and on that 
basis, to bring environmental is-
sue in combination with activities 
of these organizations in a practi-
cal manner. this is evidenced by 
the results from the investment 
for these organizations in solving 
environmental issues have created 
big impacts. to do this, it is neces-
sary to have the top-down impact. 
From macro policy planning by the 
State, the impact of environmental 
organizations, from ministries, de-
partments and industries. 

Secondly: Based on the combina-
tion of the contents and human 
resources utilization in solving en-
vironmental issues, an issue arose: 
Environmental issues are becoming 
a pressing issue, a big ratio in the 
activities and its uniqueness will 
become more independent and 
will certainly pose a request that 
itself will become an independent 
voice. It will “automatically sepa-
rate” and become an independent 
organization. to speed up this pro-
cess, there needs special attention 
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from the organizations. through 
some projects, this trend appears 
and is becoming more defined. 
this is the very early form of civil 
society organizations in environ-
mental protection. the most vivid 
example is the Vinh Quang – Vinh 
Linh – Quang tri project. At first, 
the technical group was run by the 
women union in the commune, 
after the project end, the team has 
operated very independently and 
the social effects were recognized 
by the people and secured a stable 
position. 

Thirdly: Due to high pressure of 
environmental issues, in some lo-
cal areas, there will be initiative to 
form groups and autonomy orga-
nizations to serve the purpose of 
protecting their basic rights that 
are being invaded. Perhaps, the 
group of the communities that was 
impacted by industrial zones, fac-
tories…those organizations were 
generally vulnerable in the begin-
ning. therefore, here, the role to 
identify and nurture them is very 
important. this is clearly shown in 
some local areas. the people vol-
untarily carry out environmental 
protection activities. however, the 
organization remains loose and 
easy to dissolve. 

Fourthly: It is important to mobi-
lize from the macro level to create 
mechanism, policies for these orga-
nizations to develop. however, one 
should not only bank on the upper 
leader but it should be a long-term 
struggle in the mind of the manag-
ers to adapt to a new trend: not all 
social organizations are created by 
the Party and State. 

Above are the analyses from the 
practical point of view of observa-
tion in advisory for SEF projects 
and some initial proposals in creat-
ing a position for civil societies in 
environmental protection.

After one year of the implementa-
tion of 42 projects, many projects 
were and are going to be completed 
which have significant impacts in the 
localities. however, the implementa-
tion of some projects or the submis-
sion of progress reports to SEF has 
been delayed, such as SEF/14/06, 
SEF/15/06, SEF/19/06, SEF/20/06, 
SEF/23/06, SEF/32/06, SEF/33/06, 
SEF/37/06 and SEF/41/06. 

with the support of SEF, capacity-
building and institutional develop-
ment for civil society organizations 
have been a main focus to promote 
participation and involvement in 
decision-making in all activities re-
lating to the management and uti-
lization of national resources and 
environmental protection in locali-
ties. the formulation and develop-
ment of organizations and commu-
nity groups are diverse, depending 
on the conditions, and initiatives of 
each project. For example, in Project 
SEF/01/06 in tram tau, Yen Bai prov-
ince, 54 members were grouped 
into five, in accordance to their 
hamlet area. In Project SEF/02/06 in 
Quang Chu, Bac Kan province, four 
groups on biogas, micro organic 

fertilizer production and clean tea 
and vegetable production were 
established. In tam Dao, Vinh Phuc 
province, three favourite groups on 
sanitary pig raising, clean chayote 
growing and forest and hill garden 
improvement were set up under 
Project SEF/04/06. In Nga Son, thanh 
hoa province, three groups of poor, 
middle-class and well-to-do house-
holds were created to do intensive 
farming of sedge under Project 
SEF/07/06. with the support of the 
project, the new technology for up 
scaling fertilizer placement was ap-
plied, which not only decreased the 
input expenditures for the produc-
tion, but also protected the envi-
ronment. In addition, many kinds 
of clubs and teams made up of vol-
unteer environmentalists were also 
formed and were able to strengthen 
their capacity, such as SEF/05/06, 
SEF/16/06, SEF/21/06, SEF/22/06, 
SEF/28/06, SEF/35/06, SEF/37/06, 
SEF/39/06 and SEF/41/06. Group 
members were close-knit and will-
ing to share their knowledge and 
experiences and help each other to 
develop the economy and to pro-
tect the local environment.  

SEF-funded Projects in 2006: 
Charateristics and Patterns

By Hoang Thanh Tam SEF Chairwoman
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and local authorities. For example, 
the “Green ocean Group”, with the 
support of Project SEF/32/06, fo-
cused on helping the people of tho 
Quang ward, Da Nang to address 
the consequences of the Sangsane 
Storm; by organizing weekly cam-
paigns named “Green Sunday”; and 
especially by conducting roundtable 
discussions between youth union 
members and people with enter-
prises and local authorities with the 
theme “For a fresher environment 
in your locality”. hoi An Conserva-
tion Club organized two campaigns 
on cleansing the urban environ-
ment and the thu Bon river with 
the participation of people from 
five communes and eight wards, 
foreign tourists and 20 members of 
“the Green ocean Group” through 
the support of Project SEF/33/06, 
in combination with other financial 
resources. Furthermore, the Club 
also conducted many environmen-
tal communication activities, such 
as a bicycle riding parade, training, 
drawing contests, hamlet meetings 
to disseminate knowledge on the 
environment, and a system of clas-
sification of rubbish at home with 
the implementation commitment 
of 513 representatives of house-
holds commune-wide. Due to some 
legal difficulties, the goal of the 
club’s development has not been 

fully achieved. however, up to now, 
12 new members have been admit-
ted. two skills training courses and 
ten meetings were conducted. the 
Project SEF/14/06, implemented by 
the Center for Nature and People 
reconciliation (PAN), assembled 13 
voluntary groups on the environ-
ment with the participation of 1,820 
youths and students.  the Project 
also developed a manual; organized 
three training courses for volunteer 
environmentalists in three regions; 
and supported all groups to imple-
ment pilot activities. In addition, to 
facilitate communication, the Cen-
ter established an e-mail list with 
the participation of 120 volunteer 
environmentalists and maintained 
the operation of the E&M online 
forum with 210 Vietnamese and 
foreign members. this shows that, 
nowadays, more and more youths 
are paying attention and have tak-
en positive action for a cleaner en-
vironment. this is also an essential 
resource for the environmental pro-
tection movement in Vietnam.

Some hot environmental issues 
were also supported and addressed 
by SEF based on the partners’ pro-
posals. under Project SEF/08/06, 
two tV reports and a number of 
handbooks titled “Food Safety hy-
giene” were developed and pub-

People supported and were ac-
tively involved in group work in all 
of the projects, from the Northern 
mountainous area to the Mekong 
river Delta. In many projects, such 
as SEF/01/06, SEF/02/06, SEF/03/06, 
SEF/10/06, SEF/12/06, SEF/25/06, 
SEF/26/06, SEF/34/06 and SEF/36/06, 
the people deeply understood the 
importance of group work. there-
fore, they actively participated and 
became key members in commu-
nicating information about envi-
ronmental protection in the com-
munity. this resulted in significantly 
changing public awareness and step 
by step drawing people’s atten-
tion to environmental sanitation 
and protection. It became a regular 
and open activity of the people. In 
Project SEF/05/06 in Phuc tho, ha 
tay province, 60 women of four vol-
untary groups collected rubbish in 
four hamlets.  they mobilized 90% 
of households to participate in the 
village and hamlet cleansing cam-
paigns every Sunday. under Project 
SEF/30/06 in Dakrong, Quang tri 
province, 38 environmental activists 
mobilized the community, especial-
ly Van Kieu ethnic minority groups 
in 16/23 hamlets of four communes, 
to dig holes for rubbish, and to 
move breeding facilities far from 
their houses. thanks to the active 
work of 20 voluntary groups in Proj-
ect SEF/34/06, ‘green tourism’ to Phu 
Ninh Lake became more and more 
attractive when “tam Dai Green Vil-
lage” was cleaned up and 32 dirty 
breeding facilities were moved far 
from the one-way roadside. It is a 
fact that many SEF project areas, 
hamlets and villages were cleaned 
up, there was no more litter and the 
atmosphere became fresher. 

Apart from community groups, 
many groups and organizations 
made up of youths, students or vol-
unteers also participated in activi-
ties on environmental protection. 
these groups/organizations are very 
active and have a lot of initiatives re-
lating to environmental protection 
in their localities. In fact, their activi-
ties have received support from the 
community, concerned branches 
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lished, which provided necessary 
scientific and technical information 
for households and establishments 
in producing and trading safe food-
stuffs in Vinh City and the surround-
ing areas. Furthermore, issues relat-
ing to the production of clean and 
environmentally friendly foodstuffs 
were addressed in many projects 
through technical training courses, 
pilots of mushroom growing in Proj-
ect SEF/12/06, and safe vegetable 
production in Projects SEF/04/06, 
SEF/08/06, SEF/16/06, SEF/17/06, 
SEF/31/06 and SEF/39/06. under 
Project SEF/15/06, research was 
conducted, in which the voices of 
the local people on the social and 
environmental impact of industrial 
processing zones were reflected. 
the research also provided some 
resolutions for the development 
of industrial processing zones and 
environmental protection in ho 
Chi Minh City, Dong Nai and Ba ria- 
Vung tau provinces.

A rights-based approach was ap-
plied by Project SEF/11/06, imple-
mented by the thua thien hue 
Sub-association for Natural Con-
servation (NC) as a pilot. with the 
technical support of the NC, the 
operational capacity of the Forestry 
Extension Club of Phu Mau hamlet, 
Nam Dong district, thua thien hue, 
which included 30 members, was 
strengthened in order to be able to 
manage, protect and develop 30 ha 
of natural forest substantively. their 
activities included skills training 
for group development, providing 

technology to enrich the forest, and 
regular meetings. Particularly, two 
roundtable discussions on policies 
related to forest land allocation as 
well as resolutions to enrich the nat-
ural forest were conducted between 
members of the Club, the local au-
thorities and functional agencies. 
thanks to the practical activities 
as mentioned above, local people 
have the right to hope that poverty 
can be reduced and they can rely on 
forestry. It is also a significant con-
tribution to the protection of the 
green heart of their community. 

In addition, many projects brought 
together the common voices of 
the people with an aim of protect-
ing the environment and the natu-
ral resources, such as SEF/03/06, 
SEF/10/06, SEF/11/06, SEF/30/06, 
SEF/31/06, SEF/32/06, SEF/34/06, 
SEF/37/06 and SEF/40/06. with SEF 
support, people had the opportu-
nity to participate in community 
activities such as roundtable discus-
sions, which served as dialogues 
where they could express their 
opinions on environmental issues 
at meetings or through local radio. 
In one short morning, the Project 
Management Board of Phu Mau 2 
Cooperative became a “bridge” be-
tween the people and local authori-
ties. through the roundtable dis-
cussion, the responsibilities of the 
community, the agricultural-fishery 
processing establishments, the local 
authorities, the environmental man-
agement agencies and the media 
were made clear in addressing the 

issue of environmental pollution in 
the Khmer ethnic minority group of 
tai Van commune, Soc trang prov-
ince. Additionally, people had the 
chance to discuss their Village reg-
ulations on environmental protec-
tion in Gia Do, Quang tri province 
and Vinh Chan, Phu tho province; 
to give comments on the process 
of the development of the Media 
Strategy and Action Plan on envi-
ronmental protection in four com-
munes of buffer zones of the Dak-
rong Natural reservation Area; to 
participate in a roundtable discus-
sion held in tho Quang ward and a 
Pictures Exhibition about the Chan-
nel in Nhieu Loc, thi Nghe as well as 
in a roundtable discussion on mea-
sures to improve the environment 
of the thi Vai river, ho Chi Minh City. 
It is believed that hot issues relating 
to the environment and national 
resources protection raised by the 
people will be heard by the authori-
ties at all levels. therefore, concrete 
action plans will be developed. re-
sponsibility for protecting the envi-
ronment is not only that of manage-
ment agencies and local authorities, 
but also of the local people. this is 
not a hot issue within the village. It 
should be addressed by policy-mak-
ers at both micro and macro levels. 
Besides, more importantly, the peo-
ple and their representing organiza-
tions will be empowered when SEF 
provides them with the opportunity 
to manage and implement relevant 
projects by themselves.
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Classification of SEF-funded projects by types of organizations

Classification of SEF-funded projects by geographical distribution

Summary of submitted applications:

CBOs/CSOs

MOs

NGOs

SEF reached its 10th year of con-
tribution to the course of environ-
mental protection and natural re-
source conservation in Vietnam by 
the period of 2006 – 2007. to cope 
up with new social changes, SEF has 
shifted its direction and focus dur-
ing this period, which is reflected in 
the below statistics. 

Statistics of SEF-funded Projects

rEFLECtIoN

total submitted applications: 144
Number of eligible applications: 131
total projects approved: 43
total funding budget: 302,900.00 uS dollars equivalent
Smallest project budget: 2,200.00 uS dollars
Biggest project budget: 15,000.00 uS dollars

NGos
47%

Mos
15%

CBos/CSos
38%
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FuNDED ProJECt IN 2006 - 2007

Project Code Grantee Project Site Project Title

SEF/01/06 Loc Mau La, Vice Chairman 
of Farmer union in tram tau 
district, Yen Bai province

hat Luu commune, 
tram tau district, Yen 
Bai province

Environmental protection and thai 
ethnic’s life improvement  in hat Luu com-
mune, tram tau district, Yen Bai province

SEF/02/06 Pham Van thanh, Director 
of Centre for rural Commu-
nities research & Develop-
ment

Quang Chu commune, 
Cho Moi district, Bac 
Kan province

Enhancing capacity of environmental 
protection for communities in Quang 
Chu commune, Cho Moi district, Bac Kan 
province

SEF/03/06 Đuong Cong hoan, Leader 
of  Agricultural Extension  
Group in Vinh Chan com-
mune, ha hoa district, Phu 
tho province

Vinh Chan commune, 
ha hoa district, Phu tho 
province

Improving the environment to raise living 
standard for communities in Vinh Chan 
commune.

SEF/04/06 Luu thi Lan,  Chairperson 
of women and Environ-
ment Club in Minh Quang 
commune, tam Dao district, 
Vinh Phuc province

Xa huong village of 
Minh Quang commune, 
tam Dao district, Vinh 
Phuc province

Strengthening the capacity and the activi-
ties for the women and Environment Club.

SEF/05/06 Nguyen thi Minh, Leader of 
women volunteer Group for 
rubbish collection.

Cam Dinh commune, 
Phuc tho district, ha 
tay province

raising environmental  awareness 
through strengthening capacity and 
volunteer activities for groups in regard of 
rubbish collection in Cam Dinh commune, 
Phuc tho district, ha tay province

SEF/06/06 Đang Đuc tao, Chairman 
of Science & technology 
union of Ninh Binh prov-
ince

Gia Sinh commune, Gia 
Vien district, Ninh Binh 
province

Enhancing awareness and capacity of 
environmental protection and natural 
resource management for sustainable 
development in  the buffer zone of special 
- use forest - Culture, history and Environ-
ment at hoa Lu, Ninh Binh.

SEF/07/06 Bui Van tuan, head of  vil-
lage 3, Nga tien commune, 
Nga Son district, thanh hoa 
province

Village 3, Nga tien com-
mune, Nga Son district, 
thanh hoa province

Applying improved model of  Sedge 
intensive cultivation to reduce environ-
mental pollution and increase income for 
the poor

SEF/08/06 hoang Xuan truong, Direc-
tor of Centre for Environ-
ment & Development in 
Nghe an province

Vinh city and hung 
Long commune, hung 
Nguyen district, Nghe 
An province

Establish networks of scientific and techni-
cal information provided for business, 
manufacturers and consumers on safety 
foods in Vinh city and surroundings.
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SEF/10/06 Nguyen thi Ngoc Lien, 
women’s union Branch of 
Gia Do hamlet, trieu Do 
commune, trieu Phong dis-
trict, Quang tri province

trieu Do commune, 
trieu Phong district, 
Quang tri province

training to raise environmental knowl-
edge and create movement of environ-
mental protection for communities.

SEF/11/06 Pham Ngoc Dung, head of 
Sub-association for natural 
conservation in thua thien 
hue

Phu Mau village,  hu-
ong Phu commune, 
Nam Dong district, 
thua thien hue prov-
ince

Building model of management, protec-
tion and sustainable developing natural 
forest based on peoples right.

SEF/12/06 Nguyen tri, Member of 
Farmer union in Cam Duc 
commune, Cam ranh dis-
trict, Khanh hoa province

Cam Duc commune, 
Cam ranh district, 
Khanh hoa province

Enhancing awareness and capacity of 
environmental protection for community 
and building a model for agricultural 
waste treatment to reduce environmental 
pollution.

SEF/13/06 Ama Nhui, Chairman of 
CuM’ gar Fatherland Front  
Committee 

Kna B village, CuM’gar 
commune, CuM’gar dis-
trict, Dak Lak province.

Applying E-De unwritten law in forest, 
water resource and land protection.

SEF/14/06 Nguyen Viet Dung, Vice - Di-
rector of Nature and People 
(PanNature).

ha Noi, Da Nang and 
ho Chi Minh City

Strengthening capacity and developing 
environmental volunteer groups oriented 
towards a civil society in Vietnam

SEF/15/06 truong Đang thuy, Centre 
for Environmental Economy 
and Sustainable develop-
ment

Industial zones in ho 
Chi Minh City and Dong 
Nai, Baria-Vung tau 

Community voice about socio - environ-
mental impact of the industrial zone.

SEF/16/06 Nguyen thi Lam, Green Vol-
unteer Group  for commu-
nity health of Binh thanh 
commune, thanh Phu 
district, Ben tre province.

Binh thanh commune, 
thanh Phu district, Ben 
tre province

raising environmental  awareness and 
strengthening capability and activities in 
water resource protection and rubbish 
treatment for community living along 
rivers. 

SEF/17/06 Chau Ngoc hong, Chair-
person of women union in 
Phu tan, My tu district, Soc 
trang province

Phu tan commune, My 
tu district, Soc trang 
province

raising awareness on environmental 
protection for  Khmer ethnic women 
to develop a green community and the 
movement on organic fertilizer making 
and organic vegetables for household use.

FuNDED ProJECt IN 2006 - 2007
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Project Code Grantee Project Site Project Title

SEF/18/06 Lu Phi thuong, Chairper-
son of red Cross in tan 
Loc commune, thoi Binh 
district, Ca Mau province

 tan Loc commune, 
thoi Binh district, Ca 
Mau province

Mobilizing the participation of tan Loc 
religion community in environmental 
hygiene activities and improvement of the 
living standard

SEF/19/06 Bui trong thuy, head of 
Cua Luy hamlet, Doan Ket 
commune, Yen thuy district, 
hoa Binh province

Cua Luy hamlet, Doan 
Ket commune, Yen 
thuy district, hoa Binh 
province

Improving environmental and living 
condition for the poor in Cua Luy hamlet, 
Doan Ket commune

SEF/20/06 Ly thi Xuyen, Chairperson 
of women union of Ngoc 
Linh commune, Vi Xuyen 
district, ha Giang province

Ngoc Linh commune, Vi 
Xuyen district, ha Giang 
province

Environmental protection which aims at 
raising the living standard for the ethnic 
community of Ngoc Linh commune

SEF/21/06 Dinh Ngoc hai, Vice - Chair-
man of Cao Bang Asso-
ciation for Conservation of 
Nature and Environment

Pac Bo hamlet, tru-
ong ha commune, ha 
Quang district, Cao 
Bang province

Building Sub - Association for Conserva-
tion of Nature and Environment in Pac Bo 
hamlet

SEF/22/06 Nguyen Nguyen Cuong, Di-
rector of Centre for Educa-
tion and Communication of 
Environment

Ban Vuoc commune, 
Bat Xat district, Lao Cai 
province

Enhancing awareness and capacity of en-
vironmental protection for Environmental 
Clubs and community groups in Ban Vuoc 
commune.

SEF/23/06 hoang Van hien, Direc-
tor of Center for rural and 
Mountainous Development 
research

Ban Nang hamlet, tan 
Doan commune, Van 
Quan district, Lang Son 
province

raising management capacity of biologi-
cal environment for communities in Ban 
Nang and Lung Pa hamlets

SEF/24/06 Nguyen Van hoa, head of 
trang Sinh hamlet, trong 
Quan commune, dong 
hung district, thai Binh 
province

trang Sinh hamlet, 
trong Quan commune, 
Dong hung district, 
thai Binh province

raising awareness for the poor and creat-
ing the habit of using clean water, waste 
collection and treatment for the environ-
mental protection and the communities’ 
health.

SEF/25/06 Doan Dinh Chieu, Member 
of Farmer and Environmen 
Club of Giao ha commune, 
Giao thuy district, Nam 
Dinh province

Son Chau and Son 
ha hamlets, Giao ha 
commune, Giao thuy 
district, Nam Dinh 
province

Enhancing awareness and capacity of en-
vironmental protection for people in Giao 
ha commune.
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SEF/26/06 Vi Van Xum, head of Elderly 
Sub-Association of thanh 
Xuan hamlet, Xuan Cam 
commune, thuong Xuan 
district, thanh hoa province

 thanh Xuan hamlet, 
Xuan Cam commune, 
thuong Xuan district, 
thanh hoa province

Improving peoples living condition in the 
buffer zone of Xuan Lien Nature reserve 
through raising awareness, transferring 
structure of cultivated plants and domes-
tic animals to reduce deforestation due to 
poverty.

SEF/27/06 Lo thi tam, Group of 
Environmental Protection 
People of hoa Binh town, 
tuong Duong district, Nghe 
An province

hoa Binh town, tuong 
Duong district, Nghe 
An province

Connecting networks of volunteer groups 
on environmental propaganda, raising 
awareness and building a model of self 
- environmental management in hoa Binh 
town.

SEF/28/06 tu thi Phuong Nga, Director 
of Pro - Poor Centre, ha tinh 
province

Vinh Loc commune, 
Can Loc district, ha tinh 
province

Model of biological fertilizer production in 
household by using agricultural waste.

SEF/29/06 Pham Mau tai, Director of 
Quang Ninh rural Develop-
ment and Poverty reduc-
tion Fund

truong Son commune, 
Quang Ninh district, 
Quang Binh province

Strengthening capacity of natural re-
source management to improve living 
standard for Van Kieu community in 
truong Son commune. 

SEF/30/06 tran Minh Phuong, Centre 
for Natural resources and 
Environmental Studies 
(CrES)

4 communes Mo o, 
Dakrong, ta Long, huc 
Nghi, Dakrong district, 
Quang tri province

Communication – raising awareness 
- Promoting Van Kieu ethnic people par-
ticipation in process of making decisions 
on environmental protection in the buffer 
zone of Dakrong Nature reserve.

SEF/31/06  ha ut, head of Agricul-
tural cooperative Phu Mau 
2, Vong tri hamlet, Phu 
Mau commune, Phu Vang 
district, thua thien hue 
province

tien Non, Vong tri, 
the Vinh, thanh tien 
hamlets, Phu Mau 
commune, Phu Vang 
district, thua thien hue 
province

Enhancing capacity of protection and 
overcome environmental situation to 
connect with sustainable development for 
local people and members of the Agricul-
tural Cooperative Phu Mau 2

SEF/32/06 Vu thi trang, Leader of 
Green ocean Group, Da 
Nang university

thanh Vinh1, thanh 
Vinh 2, Man Quang, Loc 
Phuoc, tho An blocks, 
tho Quang ward, Son 
tra ward Da Nang city.

Propaganda and raising awareness and 
action on environmental protection for 
the youth in tho Quang ward.

FuNDED ProJECt IN 2006 - 2007

rEFLECtIoN
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SEF/33/06 Dinh Van hai, head of hoi 
An Conservation Club, 
Quang Nam province

hoi An - world Cultural 
heritage

Strengthening capacity for hoi An Con-
servation Club, contributing to improve 
environmental sanity in world Cultural 
heritage hoi An

SEF/34/06 ho Ngoc Duong, tam Dai 
commune, Phu Ninh dis-
trict, Quang Nam province

tam Dai commune, Phu 
Ninh district, Quang 
Nam province

Green Village

SEF/35/06 Nguyen thi thuan, Leader 
of Volunteer team of Envi-
ronment - Gender - Com-
munity health of Dak Cam 
commune, Kon tum town

Dak Cam commune, 
Kon tum town

raising awareness and capacity of envi-
ronmental protection for local people and 
building some models to reduce environ-
mental pollution and regression in Dak 
Cam commune.

SEF/36/06 Vu huynh uyen Bao, head 
of VAC Club of Loc Phat 
ward, Bao Loc town, Lam 
Dong province

Loc Phat ward, Bao 
Loc town, Lam Dong 
province

raising awareness and building model 
of environmental protection to create a 
green, clean and beautiful environment 
for local community in Loc Phat ward.

SEF/37/06 Nguyen trung Dung, Vice - 
Chairman of Environmental 
Club, Sub - Association Asia 
Science research, ho Chi 
Minh city

ho Chi Minh City Increasing awareness and capacity of en-
vironmental protection for people in the 
suburbs of ho Chi Minh city and dissemi-
nating knowledge and information about 
environment.

SEF/38/06 truong Van Duc, head of 
Agricultural Cooperative 
hung thanh, Can tho City

Dinh Mon commune, 
Co Do district, Can tho 
city

Diversifying environmental activities - rais-
ing capacity for local people and members 
of Agricultural Cooperative hung thanh, 
Dinh Mon commune.

SEF/39/06 Phan Van thuc, IBM Club 
of Vinh trung commune, 
Vi thuy district, hau Giang 
province

Vinh trung commune, 
Vi thuy district, hau 
Giang province

raising awareness on environmental 
protection and restore traditional trade in 
Vinh trung commune.

SEF/40/06 thach Sel, Vice – head of 
Farmer union of tai Van 
commune, My Xuyen dis-
trict, Soc trang province

tai Van commune, My 
Xuyen district, Soc 
trang province

Increasing awareness of using sustainable 
natural resources and linkage with some 
solutions to overcome environmental pol-
lution situation in Khmer ethnic region in 
tai Van commune.

SEF/41/06 thach Kien, Agricultural 
Extension Club of Vinh hai 
commune, Vinh Chau dis-
trict, Soc trang province

Vinh hai commune, 
Vinh Chau district, Soc 
trang province

Solutions for reducing environmental 
pollution in region of Khmer ethnic in Vinh 
hai commune.

SEF/42/06 Nguyen Ngoc Sinh, Chair-
man of Vietnam Association 
for conservation of nature 
and environment

ha Noi, ho Chi Minh 
city, Da Nang

Enhancing capacity for Vietnam Asso-
ciation for conservation of nature and 
environment and affiliated organizations 
on environmental protection activities at 
communities.

SEF/43/06 tran Duy Phuong, Editor in 
Chief of Science and Life 
Newspaper

high schools and 
vocational education 
schools in nationwide

the Fourth Contest on “Improving the use 
and the protection of water resource”
 for high school student.



During the past few years, several publications were produced by SEF to pro-
vide information and knowledge for the community in order to implement 
projects more effectively. we would like to introduce some publications that 
have been useful in the implementation of projects and follow-up activities, 
especially projects concerning the  protection of the environment. 

throughout the process of industrialization in Vietnam, reducing environmen-
tal pollution from industrial processing zones and factories, as well as protect-
ing the national environment in rural, argricultural areas has been essential. 
however, to effectively protect the environment, the first thing that should 
be addressed is the awareness of the people about environmental issues. the 
handbook on Environmental hygiene provides basic definitions and intro-
duces ways for people to care about the environment in their daily life and 
work. In addition, the handbook also introduces cultivation methods from 
VAC (Garden – pond – cage)involving the use of fertilizer, managing waste, 
building latrines, and saving energy. with this handbook, farmers can learn 
how to utilize more environmentally friendly farming techniques and  how to 
be creative with the natural resources available to them. 

Information plays an important role in protecting the environment. wide-
spread communication about environmental issues not only educates the 
people, but also fosters collaboration efforts to improve the behaviour and 
attitutes towards the environment in the whole community. the handbook 
on the Dissemination of Environmental Information is a good reference for 
environmentalists. the handbook not only provides general tips on how best 
to disseminate information, but also introduces effective forms of commu-
nication with specific guidelines that can be reffered to and applied in rural 
areas.

Furthermore, two booklets titled , Environmental Songs and Stories for Chil-
dren and Environment Games for Children are interesting publications de-
signed especifically for children.  the songs, games and stories help to raise 
the awareness of children about important environmental issues and how to 
care of their environment.

“Our forest is from our great grand father
Our forest is from our great grand mother
We are grand daugters and sons
We have to protect the forest
To protect the mountains
Must protect the land
Must protect environmental resources
Must keep water resources”.

SEF RESOuRCES AND MATERIALS

these admonitions from the village 
patriarchs and matriarchs from a 
long time ago are still valid.  they 
have been passed down from gen-
eration to generation in the villages 
of the E-De minority ethnic group. 
however, particularly in Dak Lak and 
tay Nguyen, natural resources have 
been seriously destroyed and near-
ly totally exhausted. In light of this 
situation, the E-De minority people 
have made a collection of tradition-
al customary laws, and published 
them in both their E-De language 
and in Vietnamese in 2006. they are 
called the, “E-De Customary Laws 
on Protecting Forest, Land, and 
water resources.” this activity was 
under the Project SEF/13/06 com-
pleted between January 2006 and 
June 2007. 

the book includes customary laws 
as well as some new ones collected 
from all villages of the E-De minor-
ity ethnic group in thirteen districts 
and cities around Buon Ma thuot. 
It consists of six key laws, namely 
protecting the forests, natural re-
sources, land, water resources and 
undomesticated animals. the book 
is not only a worthy documenta-
tion of the values and culture of the 
E-de people, but it also contains 
useful material for IEC activities on 
protecting the environment and for 
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SEF RESOuRCES AND MATERIALS

developing village regulations on 
protecting natural resources.

Besides the E-De Customary Law 
book, there is another book pub-
lished by SEF in collaboration with 
the Voice of Vietnam in 2000 called, 
“health and Environmental hygiene.” 
In 2003 it was published in the lan-
guages of the E-De, h’mong and 
Khmer minority ethnic groups. with 
a simple message and vivid pictures, 
the book provides people from the 
minority ethnic groups with the 
knowledge of how to protect their 
natural resources, and it helps them 
to understand the consequences of 
destroying the environment. In ad-
dition, it also provides methods for 
preserving the environment with 
simple and effective hygiene. 

through these books, the minority 
ethnic groups are able to increase 
their knowledge related to the en-
vironment in their own languages, 
as well as have the advantages of 
conducting IEC activities on envi-
ronmental protection in their own 
communities.  

we would also like to introduce a 
collection of articles on the envi-
ronment published in Vietnamese 
newspapers.  A booklet called, “Peo-
ple Protecting the Environment” 

was published by SEF in collabora-
tion with the hanoi Information Sci-
ence and technology Association 
in 2000. the booklet includes sixty 
articles about a variety of protective 
measures that were published in 
central and local newspapers, such 
as the People (Nhan Dan), People’s 
Army, and ha Noi Moi. the booklet 
introduces economic development 
and environmental protection. 
while it is not the most recent com-
pilation, it is a useful reference for 
the whole community. 

In addition, articles on environ-
mental protection and criticism of 
environmental degradation were 
collected in the booklet, “Protect-
ing the Environment for Sustainable 
Development”. this booklet was 
published by SEF in collaboration 
with the technical Service Section 
of the Vietnam Press Association in 
2001 and includes eighty articles 
published in central and local news-
papers. 

the book, “hearts for the Environ-
ment,” is a collection of writings for 
a competition called, “Community 
and Environment” held in 2006 by 
the Science and Life Newspaper 
with the support of SEF. the book 
includes many writings on hot is-
sues related to the environment in 

which the writers expressed their 
feelings and shared their concerns 
about protecting the environment.

Along with these documents, the 
proceedings of workshops and doc-
uments for internal use published 
by SEF could be useful reference 
materials for interested individuals 
and organizations. 

Sustainable development and care 
for the environment are a part of 
the eight Millennium Development 
Goals that Vietnam and other coun-
tries have committed. And thereby 
come the hope that these publica-
tions will be useful for the commu-
nity in implementing environmen-
tal protection measures resulting in 
fresher air and a reduction in dam-
age to our environment for future 
generations. 



ACTIVITIES OF THE ADVISORY GROuP

AG Members and Office
the AG office had a significant 
change in its membership, with 
three new AG members. they are 
young and working closely to the 
community and representing differ-
ent areas of the society, including 
NGos, government agencies, and 
media agencies in different regions 
of the country. Besides the admin-
istrator a full-time secretary cum 
accountant was added to the AG 
office in 2006 to help with the large 
amount of work.

AG Meetings
In 18 months (1/06-6/07), there were 
six AG meetings, three in ha Noi April 
8- 9, May 6, 2006 and May 24, 2007, 
and three others in hoi An July 27-28, 
in Vinh- Nghe An December 17-18, 
2006, and in Phu Quoc - Kien Giang 
March 16-18, 2007. 

The First and the Second Meeting: 
the AG screened and examined pro-
posals and made recommendations 
to Sida concerning to 2 batches of ap-
provals. In total 43 projects of which 
18 projects for the first batch and 25 
for the second one in 2006.

The Third Meeting: the AG reviewed 
progress of 2006 projects and the 
fund collective activities. In addition, 
the AG also developed an outline for 
the SEF proposal about strategy, or-
ganization form and operations in the 
next period.

The Fourth Meeting: AG members 
reported on the first implementa-
tion and liquidation progress of SEF 
projects. Moreover, the AG reviewed 
SEF activities during the 3rd and 4th 
quarter as well as discussed on the re-
maining content plan of this period, 

especially about the SEF forum. At 
the same time, the AG visited project 
SEF/28/06 in Can Loc district, ha tinh 
province. In addition, the AG also dis-
cussed and agreed on the administra-
tive procedures to manage project 
to ensure projects implementing ef-
fectively both on content and finan-
cial issues as well as the measures to 
ensure the projects results in content, 
progress and including the project re-
port, the AG follow-up and the evalu-
ation .

The meeting between Three Small 
Funds and the Swedish Embassy: 
on November 21, 2006, 2 AG-SEF rep-
resentatives participated and present-
ed a SEF report in the first 8 months of 
period 2006-2007 on the new objec-
tives, the target group, the content 
as well as positive challenges and ob-
stacles to contribute to the new voice 
for democracy process at a local level 
and the socialization of environmen-
tal protection and sustainable use of 
natural resources in Vietnam.

The Fifth Meeting: the AG reported 
about the progress of SEF projects 
and the AG office. the AG also re-
viewed the SEF activities during the 
1st quarter and discussed on the plan 
of 2nd quarter, 2007. 

The Sixth Meeting: the AG screened 
and examined proposals and made 
recommendations to Sida for approv-
al, in total 32 projects in 2007. the AG 
also discussed on the SEF work plan 
from July 2007 to June 2008.

Training course for project 
directors
In order to strengthen capacity for 
project directors by providing them 
knowledge, skills and experience in 

mobilizing the communities in proj-
ect’s activities and management, 2 
training workshops were organized 
for the year 2006 ‘s project directors 
(1&2 batch) from 7-8, May in ha Noi 
and from 18 - 19, June in Nha trang 
city, with 2 participants of each proj-
ect. Contents of the training course 
are:

 General introduction of Sida 
and SEF

 Instruction for making a plan to 
implementing a project 

 Instructions to carry out project 
activities (paid attention to skills 
of Group Development and in-
tegrate the guideline for policy 
dialogue between different 
groups)

 Instructions for  supervising, 
examination and maintaining a 
project

 Instructions for managing proj-
ects, account documents and 
project reports.

Information and 
Knowledge Dissemination

Internal Bulletin and Newsletter
Internal bulletins that disseminated 
knowledge and experience on com-
munity and SEF activities were pub-
lished quarterly (in Vietnamese) and 
SEF newsletter (in English) by the 
end of the year. 

Other Materials
the AG office compiled and pub-
lished some other materials includ-
ing, a collection of SEF 2004-2005 
project reports, the booklet on SEF 
projects in 2002-2005, photographs 
of SEF project activities, the SEF bro-
chure for 2006-2007 and etc. More-
over, project operation experience 
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such as SEF/18/04 - tan Phu, thoi 
Binh, Ca Mau and SEF/17/05 - Cu 
Mgar, Dak Lak was also published 
and showed on television. 

Especially, SEF/13/06 - Cu Mgar, Dak 
Lak has published a bilingual hand-
book (in Vietnamese and Ede) “Ap-
plying Ede unwritten law in forest, 
water resource and land protection” 
to disseminate for Ede community 
in Central highland. 

under Project SEF/08/06, two tV re-
ports and a number of handbooks 
titled “Food Safety hygiene” were 
developed and published, which 
provided necessary scientific and 
technical information for house-
holds and establishments in pro-
ducing and trading safe foodstuffs 
in Vinh City and the surrounding 
areas.

More over, SEF/42/06 of VACNE has 
published 4 handbooks namely 
“Linkage of environmental protec-
tion with hunger elimination and 
poverty reduction”,  “Socialisation 
of the collection and treatment of 

living solid waste”, “Youth volun-
teer and Environmental protection”, 
“Education on environmental com-
munication”.

SEF has co-supported to VuStA 
(Vietnam union of Science and tech-
nology Association) with a compo-
nent in Publication on “Collection of 
documents relating to voluntary or-
ganisations of people”. that publica-
tion will contribute positively to dis-
seminate the documents relating to 
the policy and regulation about the 
role, organisation structure, opera-
tion and management of voluntary 
organisations to associations, mem-
bers and leaders of voluntary asso-
ciations and state managed staffs 
at all level. this also contributes to 
promote effectively the self-control 
in activities of voluntary organisa-
tions and the management of state 
at all level under law framework.

these materials are summaries of 
practical and useful experiences 
from the reality that can be of help 
for SEF projects and good referenc-
es for other local communities.

SEF Website 

the AG office had cooperated with 
the Vietnam Association for Conser-
vation of Nature and Environment 
(VACNE) to update their website, 
www.vacne.org.vn/sef until the 
end of 2006. Since the 4th quarter 
of 2006 SEF new website www.sef.
org.vn has been developed and up-
dated regularly. the website is avail-
able for all concerned or interested 
individuals and organizations for 
reference in both Vietnamese and 
English.

Networking 
 SEF project network continues 

to expand for information and 
experience exchange in order 
to help one another maintain 
environmental protection activ-
ities in each local area through 
its contribution to bulletins, 
newsletters and materials of the 
AG office.

 SEF bulletins, newsletters and 
other materials were distrib-
uted regularly to organizations 
implementing SEF projects (in-
cluding completed ones). 
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 SEF supported a Vietnamese 
student to attend the Interna-
tional Children’s Environmental 
Conference organised by uNEP 
in Malaysia August 2006 as part 
of an activity supporting the 
environmental education net-
work.

 3 members of AG office at-
tended an International Con-
ference on “Building an Asia 
Pacific Community for Sustain-
able Development” of East west 
Centre-uSA in cooperation with 
VuStA held in ha Noi, from 7-10 
December 2006. 

 

Project Supervision, Evalu-
ation and Administration
the AG office and its members 
made efforts in the supervision, the 
monitoring and the evaluation of 
project activities in order to speed 
up completion of these activities 
as well as reporting procedures, 
including financial reporting. how-
ever, some projects still do not com-
plete as required.

with practical experience from the 
previous years, the AG and the ad-
ministrator updated the “Guidance 
on SEF Project building”, and the 

“Guidance on SEF Project Manage-
ment” that specified necessary pro-
cedures for this issue. the AG and 
its office also improved forms of 
reports and procedures for better 
financial management. the 
AG office also prepared the 2005 
annual report, the work plan of the 
phase (1/2006 - 6/2007) and SEF 
mid-term 2006 report, SEF activities 
in the first 8 months and the 2006 
annual report submitted to Sida. 

In September 2006, the AG office 
met and worked with the auditing 
team of Ernst & Young for the period 
2000-2005.

ACTIVITIES OF THE ADVISORY GROuP



the Sida Environmental Fund (SEF) was established by the Swedish Embassy in hanoi, 

Vietnam and started operating in July 1997 aiming at promoting local initiatives in 

environmental protection and sustainable use of natural resources. 

SEF is managed by Sida with assistance of a Vietnamese Advisory Group (AG). Based 

on the voluntary principle, eight AG members are the representatives of different 

organizations with responsibility to provide overall guidance and strategic directions 

for the fund, study and evaluate the applications, and monitor funded projects.

ACTIVITIES OF THE ADVISORY GROuP
SEF

SEF Advisory Group 

Chairwoman
Mrs. Hoang Thanh Tam

Members
Mr. Trinh Le Nguyen
Mr. Nguyen Van Long
Mr. Nguyen Huy Hien
Mr. Ly Hoa Khuong
Mr. Tran Vo Hung Son
Mrs. Bui Thi Thanh Thuy

Secretary cum accountant
Ms. Nguyen Thi Viet Hoa

Designed by Nghiem hoang Anh
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Contact us:

The Sida Environmental Fund (SEF)
Suite 308, Building A1, 17 Ngoc Khanh street, Ba Dinh, 
hanoi, Vietnam
tel: (84-4) 7262 134  *  tel/Fax: (84-4) 7262 135
Email: thuysef@hn.vnn.vn
web: www.sef.org.vn


