Seminar on the  Sida Environmental Fund  in  Cuu Long Delta region

By Pham Minh Thu, AG Member

In the Cuu Long delta, where the environment is exclusively specific, there are  more urgent environmental problems. Therefore, the community participation is necessary to solve these problems.

The Sida Environment Fun (SEF) was established in order to promote environmental awareness  for community and local public organization. It also supports new ideas in environmental protection  so that communities and local organisations  can actively participate in  finding solution for specific, urgent problems in their locality.

Over the past five years, SEF has supported new ideas for protecting of environment to communities all over the country. However, the rate of projects that was carried out in Cuu Long delta is not high in comparison with other areas,  out of 41 projects over the country, only five projects in Cuu Long Delta were approved in 2002.

In order to introduce about SEF to local experts and related local authorities such as provincial Department of Science, Technology and Environment (DOSTE), provincial Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (DARD) in this region, the Fun held a seminar on SEF and environmental protection in Cuu Long delta at An Giang University on 27 February 2003. The discussion in the seminar stressed on the important role of environmental related local authorities in encouraging  public participation into protect environmental protection and facilitating close cooperation between local experts and the SEF.

Presented to the seminar there were Prof. Le Quy An, SEF AG Chairman, Dr. Le Minh Hung, Vice-Rector of An Giang University, Mrs Do Thi Huyen, represent for Sida, members of Adviser Group (AG) and 32 representatives from provincial Department of Science, Technology and Environment (DOSTE), provincial Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (DARD); An Giang University, Can Tho University, project owners sponsored by SEF in 2001-2002 and newspaper reporters, television reporters in this area.

Professor Le Quy An, Chairman of AG opened the seminar by welcoming all participants and then introduced to the audience the purpose and content of the seminar.  Mr Le Minh Hung, vice-rector of An Giang University made a speech, which emphasised that the University would like to contribute to socialisation of  local environmental protection. Mrs Do Thi Huyen followed the programme by presenting the Sida’s policy  on supporting Vietnam. She also introduced that the goal of SEF is to support  communities in implementing activities for environmental protection. She emphasised on SEF’s principles such as the target group of beneficiaries is the poor ; SEF’s activities must be actively participated by public.  Finally, she wished  that there would be more SEF’s projects implemented in the Cuu Long delta.

 Following, Mr Tran Vo Hung Son, member of AG, introduced SEF’s activities in 1997-2001. He showed the goal of SEF, the activities that can be sponsored by SEF. Finally, he  displayed some pictures  showing practical activities that SEF’s projects implemented in the Cuu Long delta. Participants  understood more clearly about SEF’s activities in 1997-2001 after the presentation with  explicit speech and interesting  illustration.

Participants also  listened to 6 reports of SEF project owners who implemented their work in An Giang, Vinh Long, Can Tho, Bac Lieu in 2000 and 2001. Reporters presented  clearly about activities implemented in their local communities, about good points and  shortcomings bad point, as well as  experience learned from carrying out project activities... 

For example: In An Giang, Mr Chau Van Ly,( manager of An Giang Farmer Extension  Centre, project  owner of SEF/5/2000), showed that thank to effective management of  revolving fund in public, the beneficiaries   of  the project increased from 44 households as in the plan to 55 households.  At present, although the project finished, the revolving fund  has continued in community, which increase the numbers of beneficiaries of the project. This is not only meaningful in improving hygiene condition in local but also built local fair, which contribute to implementing democracy at the grassroots level. 

There are some other different experience presented by various project owners, e.g. Mrs Huynh Thi Chi, president of Vinh Long Woman’s Association, project owner of the SEF/14/2001 in Vinh Long;  Mrs Pham Thi Nghiep, vice-president of Vinh Trinh Woman Association project owner of SEF/26/2001 in Can Tho. They combined SEF’s support and local resource to increase the effect of the projects.  Furthermore, Mr Truong Dinh Tam from Vinh Thanh Farmer’s Association project owner of SEF/25/2001, reported that they have mobilised great contribution from the public, particularly, the project supported 700,000VND per one household, then each household contributed 2,300,000 VND, to build biogas system to disintegrate animal manure. This model not only improved environmental hygiene condition but also make fuel, which improved neighbourhood, so it was agreed and conscious done by the public.

 Further, professor Le Quy An presented  about vision and orientation of SEF in 2002-2005. He clearly showed the background, target, objectives, target groups, activity, expected results and structure of organisation of SEF. He also suggested some activities that given priority by SEF, standard for its sponsor. He stressed that :

· SEF is a small fun but it supports directly to communities, allows  people at grassroots level implementing the activities of their proposed project for their  benefits.

· The roles of experts, managers in each department are to provide consultation and assistance helps to the  public aware their interest and duty, supervise the implementing new technologies on principle: people know, people do themselves. Moreover, according to specific results of each project, they responsible for enlarging good models and build it in other areas

Professor expected the closer cooperation between the provincial departments  and SEF for benefit of the local project. Besides, he emphasised that this is also good for those departments because SEF’s activities help them in carrying out their duty.

Finally, professor suggested some environment problems in Cuu Long delta that should be solved first:

·  Toward   sustainable production in aquatic culture and agriculture.

· Clean water  supply.

· Hygiene latrines.

       …

Professor hoped that through this seminar, experts will help local people in developing  project proposal, enlarging project’s results and mobilising more government budget for  improving environmental condition in Cuu Long delta.

Latter on, the participants  discussed about the above mentioned  problems. Some  participants appraised that SEF’s projects are good, SEF’s goals are suitable with the department’s work. Some departments promised to cooperate more closely with SEF in protecting and improving environmental quality in locality.  Professor An answered and analysed the question why there were so few projects carried out in the region:  people have not known about SEF, capability of developing of project proposal was limited, there has not been efficient help of local experts…

Some participants were confidently to showed their ideas and wishes to implement some activities to improve local environment conditions. Representative from Soc Trang  Department of Agriculture and Rural Development proposed that if  SEF could  help them to carry out the programme of replanting Melaleuca (Tram) forest, especially in the area not suitable for rice.  Representative from An Giang Department of Agriculture and Rural Development … proposed if SEF could support projects longer-term, together with the local budget.  Especially, representative from Can Tho University promised to provide information and experts for local communities, help them to approach   the SEF support.  Representative from Tien Giang Department of Science, Technology and Environment hoped that SEF might summarise  up experience from small projects that suitable for solving  environmental problems in Cuu Long delta in order to  disseminate information and give guidance for people  to follow

Finally, on behalf of organisation, professor An closed the seminar. He appreciated the actively participation of all representatives and thanked An Giang University for assisting in organisation of the Seminar. In spite of short time (only 1 day), SEF and all participants discussed on different issues and shared very useful information, which help representatives of local authorities and institutions understanding  about SEF in order to support community with SEF principles. With the results from this seminar, hope that there will be more and more projects sponsored by SEF for communities in Cuu Long delta. SEF also hopes to have closer cooperation with local departments for protecting environment process and improving quality of people’s life.
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