Workshop: “School Children, Youth and Environment”

The Sida Environmental Fund (SEF) was set up by the Embassy of Sweden in 1997 to promote and support local initiatives in environmental protection and natural conservation. SEF targets local communities and their organizations among which pupils and the youth are special targets because they will be the future owner of the country. On 5 and 6 March 2005, SEF in cooperation with Thua Thien Hue Sub-association for Natural Conservation (NC) and Hue City Green Volunteer Group (GVG) held a workshop “School Children, Youth and Environment”. This workshop aimed at information exchange and lessons in order to bring into play the roles of schools and the Youth Union (YU) in the Green Volunteer Campaign for environmental protection. 

There were 50 participants in the workshops including representatives of SEF projects run by schools and YU in 1997-2005 and concerned organizations e.g. the Department of Natural Resources and Environment, Department of Education and Training, YU, non-governmental organizations, social organizations and the mass media. 
The workshop focused on the roles of schools and volunteer campaigns in influencing the local authorities, the public and families in environmental protection and practical experience in SEF projects and the society. In the opening speech, Prof. Le Quy An, AG Chairperson raised the following main issues:

· The viewpoint of the Communist Party and the Government that environmental protection should be a cause of all people.

· Environmental protection should start from small and daily activities of all individuals, from children to adults.

· Children and adolescents account for an important proportion of the population and are a large force in environmental protection activities.

· Works should start from the environmental awareness of each individual and community. Projects on education and environmental protection are carried out in some years only so the continuance of environmental protection activities by each individual and community is very important. 

· The implementation of the three governmental documents on environmental protection.

Following Prof. An, Ms. Do Thi Huyen, National Program Officer of the Embassy of Sweden emphasized that:

· In developing countries, environmental protection has received support from the public and has been implemented very well.

· Experience in environmental protection for children should be shared.

The workshop had three sessions, including a plenary session (the first session) that received reports on major issues. In the second session, participants met in groups for in-depth discussions. In the final session, all participants gathered to hear results of group discussions, exchange ideas and conclude the workshop. 

Reports in the Workshop

Report No.1: “The role of schools towards local authorities, public and families in environmental protection” by Ms. Tran Thi Kim Hue, Headmistress of Nguyen Khuyen People-founded Primary School in Thanh Nhat ward, Buon Me Thuot city, Dak Lak province. 

Discussion: 

* Has the school received any written instruction on environmental protection at school according to the policies of the Government and Ministry of Education and Training?
· The school received instructions already. However, thanks to SEF support, activities for environmental protection and school greening started in reality.

· Except for a few schools with good conditions to implement activities, schools and people are generally poor and it is difficult to raise funds from pupils’ parents in Buon Me Thuot city.

· Some schools have financial and human capacity but because of narrow school areas, it is difficult to organize activities for pupils.

* Open questions for discussion:

· Have the practices set up during the project been maintained? What are the role and contribution of pupils’ parents (Mr. An).

· What about activities of schools that have no project support? How do they care about environmental protection? Have they ever visited schools that have environmental protection activities to learn experience? (Mr. Le (Hue))

Report No.2: “Communication set-up and maintenance” by Mr. Mai Quang Huy, Deputy Director of Hue NC.

Discussion:

*  How could we develop pupils’ environmental interests?
*  In addition to programs and projects, how could the activities be maintained without program or project budget? 
In order to develop pupils’ environmental interests, Hue NC organized a rich variety of activities such as tours and explorations and information markets that combine learning and playing with environmental knowledge to help pupils to understand and realize what should or should not be done.

To maintain activities, Hue NC obtained finance from various sources, especially, support of various programs such as SEF and combined activities in campaigns and programs of the Children Pioneer Team, YU and schools. In addition, since the sub-association was founded, its members have been contributing fees for its operation.

Proposal (Mr. Le): District leaders and education departments should organize visits to Hue NC models in order to adopt these models in their areas. 

* How should other local areas, if they want so, start activities similar to Hue NC? Will Hue NC provide any support to the local areas in their implementation?

In order to carry out similar activities, there should be enthusiastic and active staff and cooperation with schools and social organizations. Activities should be linked with the local environmental activities. Hue NC is prepared to provide technical support, e.g. trainings on methods, to the local areas if necessary.

Proposal (by Dr. Yghi Niê, Director of Dak Lak Department of Science and Technology (DOST)):

SEF should document good experience and lessons for the spread of the models.

Ministry of Education and Training should include the environmental protection subject in school curriculum.

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment should organize regular activities for public education on environmental protection, not to organize short-term superficial campaigns such as Wetland Day of 5 June.

Report No. 3: “Communication of the Volunteer Group for Environmental Protection in the Commune” by Mr. Ho Van Tu, Secretary of YU in Tra Giang Commune, Bac Tra My, Quang Nam (SEF/02/20). 

Discussion:

* If Sida stops funding, will the activities be continued?
Without funding, YU will still organize the activities in its campaigns but at a smaller scale. 
* How to persuade the public to participate with YU in environmental protection?

* How to maintain the YU Bookshelf?

- It is updated regularly. 

Report No.4: “The Campaign for Environmental Protection of Hue City Green Volunteer Group” by Mr. Nguyen Dang Thang, YU Chairperson and GVG Leader in Hue City. 

Discussion: 

* How to involve various state agencies in activities of the City GVG?
GVG was set up with a management board including two members from the Department of Science, Technology and Environment and some local leaders. In addition, the management board proposed the provincial people’s committee (PC) to issued some directions on environmental protection.
* Can the tourism route “Green Hue Impression” become an economic activity? 
Currently, GVG is proposing and cooperating with Hue City PC to turn this tourism route into a tourism product (goods). There will be changes. 
* How is the cooperation among agencies to spread activities in Thua Thien- Hue?
GVG activities spread to the whole province through YU system. These are further enhanced by the involvement of local leaders and agencies. Hue NC and GVG also work together to maximize the effectiveness and use of the human resource.
Report No.5: “Pupils and Environment” by Mr. Pham Minh Tuan, Headmaster of Nam Hung Lower Secondary School in Tien Hai, Thai Binh. 

Discussion:

* How to mobilize pupils in waste collection and treatment?
Pupils’ activities have positive impacts on behaviors and attitudes of their parents, the adults and the local authorities in waste collection and treatment. Pupils only involved in activities. 

Results of Group Discussions

The roles of pupils and the youth in environmental protection: Pupils and the youth play very important roles. They are the core force in environmental activities :

1. They have widespread impacts on the community

2. They represent a large proportion of the community

3. They are young, activite and full of initiatives

4. They can attract and involve many other people

5. They directly take part in campaigns and activities

6. They are pioneers in campaigns

7. They help to develop good public practices and awareness

8. They have good communication capacity and skills to persuade the public

 How to continue, develop and spread models?

+  Organization/ Training:

· To supervise and encourage activities and give awards and praises to good ones.

· To cooperate with state agencies, social organizations and individuals (that could provide support and assistance) in the local area in implementing activities.

· To enhance capacity for core officials in the local area.

· To develop programs and specific action plans with contribution and support of state agencies.

+  Communication/ Campaign:

· To organize meetings to exchange information and experience. 

· To create new forms of activities that are varied and rich in content.

· To combine environmental protection in campaigns and competitions at schools and social organizations.

· To communicate openly through the mass media.

· To provide materials and knowledge.

· To put into effect criteria for competitions among units.

+ Finance:

· To ensure sufficient budget for activities (mobilized from internal and external sources).

· To revolve funds for models.

How to attract pupils and the youth to environmental protection?

· Contents should be suitable with the age and timing of target groups. They should be attractive, rich, impressive, and easy-to- understand, remember and practise. 

· Organization could be in form of clubs or volunteer groups or be combined with activities of social organizations.

Importance is attached to: 

· Member admission (members should be enthusiastic, active and good pupils)

· Appointment (who should be the leaders)

· Cooperation among relevant parties

· Criteria for competitions (of YU and schools)

How to enhance cooperation among state agencies and social organizations in environmental protection? There should be

1/ Initiative

2/ Humans

3/ Money/ budget

4/ Involvement of the local authorities, relevant agencies and organizations

5/ Combination of activities

6/ Support from families

7/ Communication for and spread of models

8/ Institutionalization of environmental protection in the local area.
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PLENARY DISCUSSION:

· How were activities for environmental protection included in cultural village rules? How is the implementation in order to ensure good continuance?

· These rules were not imposed by the local authorities but were discussed, agreed and approved by people themselves. Then village youth actively implemented the activities.

·    Dr. Y Ghi Niê – Director of Dak Lak DOST

· The authorities at various levels are responsible for environmental protection. We do not have to invite them to our activities.

· In implementation of the government policies, the authorities and relevant agencies at various levels should provide budget and take part in environmental protection

· A question is how to maintain and spread activities without external support.

· Attention should be paid to the schoolteachers’ role in involving pupils in environmental protection.

· Regarding budget for continuance of activities, it is necessary to direct and create sustainable budget sources (e.g. combining with the local state budget and collecting environmental fees from enterprises)

Workshop Conclusion: After hearing results of discussions and opinions of participants, Prof. Le Quy An concluded the workshop as following:

· From the five reports presented this morning, I would like to further emphasize that pupils and the youth play a very important role in environmental protection. They are a young, active, and creative force that directly participates in activities and attracts many more others to take part as well. 

· It is necessary to involve this force by including contents suitable for each age and customs and situation in each local area. Activities should be appealing. 

· Environmental protection should be included in regular activities of organizations and units.

· Enthusiastic people are required to carry out environmental activities. Implementation should be evaluated. Contents should be combined with curriculum activities at school.

· We should actively work together and co-organize all activities.

· Local environmental protection should be institutionalized. We should act with enthusiasm to influence and gain support from the authorities. Activities should be combined with those of agencies and social organizations. 

· Regarding the budget, it is recommendable to use internal sources and mobilize external sources (both domestic and foreign) and maximize use of capital and revolving funds.

What will we do in the future?

· To further improve, continue and develop activities so that the targeted groups become interested in and carry out activities effectively. Depending on the budget and human resource, to organize activities suitably with priority given to their quality and effectiveness. 

· To use existing experience to communicate about and further develop activities.

· To contribute to the development of policies and institutions.

· To develop activities at a higher, broader, richer and more creative level with more impacts on the society. To utilize internal strength and involve various organizations.

Prof. An expressed his hope that the workshop results would be used in the future and he wished all participants to gain relevant experience for better environmental protection in the future.

The Workshop completed its in-house discussions at 17h30 on the first day, 05 March 2005. On 6 March 2005, participants took part in the “Nature Camp- Information Market” organized in Thien An Pine Hill and Hue City Eco-tourism Route.
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